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1. Introduction 
 
Alicedale, like many other small towns within the Eastern Cape, is confronted by the erosion 
and simultaneous restructuring of the core economic value generating sector/s within its 
local and regional economy. Bordering on the Karoo, Alicedale has much in common with 
these areas of the Western region of the Eastern Cape. Despite these similarities however, 
Alicedale has vastly more untapped, unexplored and under utilised local resources and 
opportunities at its disposal for socio-economic revival and development. The desperate 
socio-economic realities in Alicedale - unemployment, poverty and despair - cannot be 
blamed on a fundamental absence of local potential (as is the case in other areas deeper in 
the Karoo). Instead, strategic inertia and, sadly, an inability to harness, exploit and maximise 
local potential presently characterise development in Alicedale. Unlike other areas in the 
Eastern Cape Alicedale is not faced by major backlogs in housing, a fundamental absence 
of any service infrastructure and a local council in financial ruin. Alicedale is nestled in an 
area which boasts one of the most exclusive and profitable private game reserves in 
Southern Africa, and other neighbours are involved in successful and extremely lucrative 
hunting operations. Why then is there such widespread poverty and unemployment in 
Alicedale? This is a lesson that Alicedale can perhaps offer to other areas - that the rewards 
of private sector tourism do not automatically trickle down to local communities. If Alicedale 
is to benefit from the growing tourism economy, which surrounds it, then more strategic 
engagement is required. 

 
The integration into the relatively well off municipality of Makana should realistically have 
provided some hope for increased strategic capacity around local economic development 
(LED) and an ability to access resources for promoting local development. Yet little has thus 
far been forthcoming and instead Alicedale seems to be slipping deeper into economic 
despair. The challenges facing Alicedale are to address issues of local capacity, to take 
advantage of local potential and simultaneously to ensure strategic participation and benefit 
from broader development planning and development processes. 
 
This report provides an assessment of the current context of LED in Alicedale and suggests 
a starting point for revitalising and promoting LED within the town. 
 

2. Research Objectives 
 
This study is essentially aimed at recording and presenting an assessment of the 
opportunities and constraints on local development in Alicedale by facilitating the 
participation of local role players. The specific objectives 
 
1. Provide a socio-economic snapshot of Alicedale 
2. Assess and prioritise community needs 
3. Assess existing projects in the area in terms of their impact and constraints 
4. Make recommendations with regards to possible projects and institutional support 
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Description of the study area 
 
Alicedale is situated some 60km from Grahamstown and 120 kms from Port Elizabeth on the 
road to Cradock/Middelburg. The town itself lies 20km from the road to Cradock. It is 
accessible only by gravel road identified my many as a constraint on LED, particularly 
tourism.  
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3. Methodology 
 
This study is based on three interrelated research processes, which include: 
 

 A local role-player assessment workshop 

 Unstructured interviews with key roleplayers 

 A desktop survey using existing data 
 

4. Socio-economic profile of 
Alicedale 
 
The socio-economic data available for Alicedale is largely outdated or inaccurate and that 
which is presented below should therefore be used cautiously in informing any strategic 
interventions. The recent decline of the local economy for example is not reflected in any 
economic indicators for the town in addition to which this data was aggregated for the whole 
of the Albany district making it difficult to describe features specific to Alicedale. The validity 
of the data from the 96 census for Alicedale is contested with municipal estimates pegging 
the local population at double the 3383 suggested by the census. In addition the census 
suggests extremely high levels of disability within the local community of more than 20%. 
While this research effort cannot provide realistic estimates of disability, if the levels are 
indeed as high as those claimed in the census then significantly more attention needs to be 
given to promoting initiatives, organisational capacity and accessing targeted resources for 
the local disabled. The trends below, based on the 96 census, should then be viewed as 
broad trends and not uncritically adopted for development planning purposes. The following 
core socio-economic trends are largely based on the 1996 census: (see appendix for tables) 
 

 Similar to other Karoo towns and in contrast with other rural areas in the Eastern Cape, 
the vast majority of the local population and particularly the poor reside within the urban 
settlements of the town of Alicedale. 

 Africans constitute some two-thirds (2263 or 67%) of the local population with 
significantly fewer categorised as coloured (1012 or 30%) and a very small minority is 
constituted by the white category (108 or 3%). 

 Females make up a slighter larger proportion of the local population (1794 or 53%) than 
their male counterparts (1589 or 47%) 

 The local population reflects an age structure biased towards youth with some 56% aged 
twenty-four or younger. A further 38% fall within the ages of twenty-five to sixty four with 
6% aged sixty-five and older. 

 Education levels for Alicedale reflect an extremely undereducated local population with 
almost one fifth (18%) reporting no formal education. Only 5% of the population reported 
having achieved matric while a very small minority (1.5%) had achieved any tertiary 
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education. The vast majority of the local population (65%) had achieved between grades 
1-9. 

 Household income levels are extremely low with some 44% or two in every five 
households making do with R6000 per annum. Given the significant economic decline 
since 1996 these figures are likely to be even more desperate in 2002. 

 Historically, the local economy of Alicedale was based essentially on the railways and 
farming. In recent years this has changed significantly with the downscaling of the 
railways, the declining farming sector and the shift to tourism and game farming. 
Government is currently the largest source of employment and mainstay of the local 
economy accounting for some 34% (103) of those employed. Although transport 
accounted for 15% (44) of employment in 1996 this has dwindled in the last few years. A 
similar trend holds for manufacturing which reported 11% (34) of employment for the 96 
census. Since then the Mohair factory, Barkor, which accounted for the bulk of the 
manufacturing sector has been liquidated and workers retrenched. This reversal in most 
sectors would suggest that the one-third employed within government must surely today 
constitute a significantly greater proportion of employment within the area. 

 

 While unemployment figures of around one third were reported by the 96 census (29%) 
this figure is clearly significantly higher. This must clearly have increased dependency on 
local welfare grants such as pensions. 

 Although the 96 census reports high levels of households who relied on bucket latrines 
for sanitation (64%) infrastructure investments from the WDC (Western District Council) 
have extended water borne sewerage to the vast majority of the local population. 
Similarly, the IDP Plan for Alicedale (2000) reports that all dwellings have access to pre-
paid electricity meters. While access to services in Alicedale is thus significantly more 
advanced than in other poverty stricken areas of the Eastern Cape, local communities 
are not in a position access these on a sustainable basis suggesting urgency in 
promoting wealth creating opportunities. 

 

5. Assessment of Institutional 
support 
 

 There is a fundamental absence of any support service infrastructure in Alicedale - both 
financial and non-financial. The only local support agency is the advice office. Although it 
plays an important role locally offering much needed information and advice on issues 
ranging from how to complete telephone applications to labour issues it does not have 
the capacity to become a LED support agency in for example offering SMME advice and 
counselling. Since economies of scale militate against establishing an extensive support 
infrastructure within Alicedale it is likely that in the short to medium term such services 
will have to accessed from outside particularly from the closest significant centre - 
Grahamstown. It is simply unrealistic to expect the kinds of investment required for a 
local small business support infrastructure. 

 

 The Alicedale Local Council and the current municipal offices seem to be run in an 
efficient manner. The existing office supervisor (former town clerk) boasts that Alicedale 



 5 

local council is not indebted or in crisis and regularly balances its books. The local 
service infrastructure is relatively sophisticated with most having access to electricity, 
water and waterborne sewerage. These extensions of service infrastructure have not 
however had any spin-offs in terms of small business creation. The core developmental 
challenges for Alicedale are thus not around leveraging investments around services 
infrastructure. Rather, constraints on accessing and sustainable consuming services are 
posed by the crisis within the local economy and the currently limited employment and 
wealth generating opportunities. Those small enterprises, which may be promoted 
through extended access to services, will only be realised through a broader stimulation 
of wealth creation and employment within the local economy. 

 

 The process of local government restructuring has thus far arguably provided few 
positive spin-offs as far as LED in Alicedale is concerned. In the first instance the fairly 
substantial and regular infrastructure investments which have been made historically 
through the Western District Council (WDC), redistributing a measure of wealth from Port 
Elizabeth have come to an end with the formation of the Nelson Mandela Metropole. 
Secondly, the establishment of Makana district municipality, of which Alicedale is a part, 
should have enhanced strategic capacity around development planning and accessing 
resources for deployment in Alicedale. This has however not yet been realised and the 
LED support and intervention strategies of Makana have delivered little thus far.  

 

 One of the unfortunate consequences of the process of demarcation in local government 
is that the redistributory role of the WDC in terms of infrastructure investments in the 
poorer areas of the Western region has been lost. Amongst others infrastructure 
investments through the WDC have ensured the replacement of the bucket sanitation 
system with waterborne sewerage. It would seem that the only significance of the Nelson 
Mandela Metropole now for Alicedale is its proximity as a market.  

 

 
Infrastructure budgets from Western 
District Council for various years 

1995/96 185,000 

1996/97 455,000 

1997/98 449,000 

1999/2000 3,000,000 

Source: Alicedale TLC reports 
 

 

 Makana Municipality has currently had limited success in promoting LED in Alicedale. 
Thus far no projects have been successful in accessing funds from the LED fund. The 
current LED strategies and initiative aimed at Alicedale through the Makana municipality 
are currently limited and by and large have made no inroads in addressing either the 
basis for a sustainable local economy or in promoting the more immediately desperate 
need for poverty alleviation. 

 
Makana's LED strategy for Alicedale currently involves the following: 
 

 A water festival 

 Railway museum 

 Promotion of Agri-villages 
 
They have also identified the following areas of potential: 
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 Promoting tourism and creating linkages with existing tourism operators in the area 

 Extending the furniture factory currently operating in Alicedale 

 Olive farming 
 

 Thus far however none of the above strategies are close to being realised and the 
contribution of Makana municipality to promoting LED in Alicedale is awaited. It is thus 
crucial that Alicedale's interests are enhanced and promoted by increasing engagement 
with both district as well as regional development planning and LED processes currently 
underway. In the long run Alicedale needs to ensure that it is not bypassed and actively 
participates in regional development processes and leveraging resources for local 
deployment. Although local councillors are represented on various structures there 
seems to be a real need for a legitimate and effective structure dedicated to LED within 
Alicedale. Such a structure would be responsible for co-ordinating and promoting local 
economic development initiatives. 
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6. Assessment of community 
needs and existing projects in 
the area in terms of their 
impact and constraints 
 
There are a number of projects and initiatives in Alicedale, some of which continue to 
operate, but the vast majority has either folded or is in severe crisis. A central concern of this 
research effort was to identify existing and dwindling projects with a view to assessing their 
strengths and weaknesses and then to look at options for their resuscitation or revitalisation. 
A workshop was held in Alicedale in late 2001 which was attended by amongst others 
representatives from the following local interests: 

 

 Constituency office 

 SGB 

 Alicedale Advice Office 

 Self-help sewing project 

 Alicedale bakery 

 Community policing forum 

 Child welfare society 

 Action group 

 CARE 

 Aids action group 

 ANC 

 Local councillors 
 
The workshop was organised around identifying and critically assessing existing projects in 
the area in terms of their strengths and weaknesses. Prior to this a brief situational analysis 
was made to explore the most urgent social, economic, environmental and infrastructural 
issues within the area. Following a critical evaluation of local LED initiatives some time was 
spent on examining areas of potential, under-utilised resources and opportunities for 
promoting LED. On the whole there seemed to be a significant degree of consensus 
amongst participants on the most crucial developmental challenges confronting Alicedale. 
 
The situational analysis (see table below) aimed at identifying and prioritising social, 
economic, environmental and infrastructure issues. Overall it was not surprising that 
unemployment headed the list of local priority issues to be addressed. Other social issues 
which were identified were primarily those associated with poverty stricken realities such as 
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welfare, drug abuse, crime and domestic abuse. Next to unemployment, the need for a 
bakery and a bank dominated the economic issues with limited local funding and the 
absence of a local petrol station also receiving high priority. Environmental issues were 
generally dominated by issues associated with landlessness such as stray animals grazing 
in residential areas, the underutilisation of vacant state land and the absence of a local 
commonage. Cutting across environmental and social issues were concerns around health 
with limited local health facilities and the absence of a local health inspector. It is significant 
that the concerns around infrastructure for local residents are not in terms of services 
infrastructure but more in terms of tarring roads to promote access to Alicedale. The need for 
a local bank was also identified as an important infrastructural need with cellphones, housing 
and the establishment of a multi-purpose community centre also receiving fairly high priority. 
 
 
 
 

Situational analysis - community identification and prioritisation of development issues 
facing Alicedale 

Social Economic Environment Infrastructure 

Issue No* Issue No Issue No Issue No 

Unemployment 16 Unemployment 16 Stray animals 10 Roads 18 

Housing 6 Bakery (lack of) 11 Unused land 7 Bank 11 

Welfare 
services 

6 Bank 10 No health 
inspector 

7 Cellphones 8 

Drug abuse 6 Limiting funding and 
empowerment 

8 Alien vegetation 5 Housing 7 

Crime 5 Fuel (lack of) 6 Litter 4 Multi-purpose 
centre 

7 

Health 4 Arts and Crafts Centre 3 No commonage 4 Parks 2 

HIV/Aids 4 Limited skills development 2 Water Purity 4   

Education 4 Investment (lack of) 1 No tree planting 2   

Domestic 
abuse 

1   Pollution 1   

* The No indicates how participants prioritised particular issues 

 
Eight existing or failed development projects were identified during the discussion on 
examining existing local development initiatives. These include the following: 
 

 Bakery 

 Self-help co-operative (sewing, beadwork, knitting) 

 Piggery 

 Advice office 

 AIDs (Masifune) 

 CARE - disabled, youth, bursary scheme, women and youth 

 Stockowner association 

 LED forum 
 
The table below summarises the identified strengths and weaknesses of each project 
emerging from the collective assessment exercise. While each project was identified as 
having its own specific shortcomings and strengths a number of factors cut across all of the 
projects suggesting they suffered from similar constraints. Broadly, the core constraints on 
local projects include the following: 
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 Financial management 

 Marketing 

 Dependence on outside expertise with limited local management and organisational 
skills 

 Limited participation in organisational decision making 

 Limited office or storage space 

 Trust and local support 
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Assessment of existing projects and initiatives in Alicedale 
 

  Strengths Weaknesses 
 

1 Bakery  Existing infrastructure (ovens, pans, machinery etc all in 
working order) 

 Training received although perceived to be inadequate 

 Opportunity - no local bread supplier exists 

 Empower women 

 Financial management 

 No marketing strategy 

 Limited participation by small group of locals 

 No transport for delivery 

 Poor management 

 Poor staff management working relationships (working hours etc) 

 Limited local capacity to manage locally dependent on outsiders 

 No building secured 
 

2 Self help -co-op, sewing, 
beadwork, knitting 

 Committed human resources 

 Pool of skills (training received) 

 Have Basic material 

 Lack marketing strategy 

 Lack managerial skills 

 Lack transport 

 No administrative infrastructure 

 No access to secure building 
 

3 Piggery  Existing infrastructure (piggery construction complete)  Poor management 

 Lack of trust 

 Finance 
 

4 Advice  Trained and competent human resources 

 Services extensively used by community 

 Established relationships with other NGOs 

 Lack of funding (grant dependence for admin costs only) 

 Inadequate infrastructure (old computer, no office equipment (e.g. fax) 

 Building not secure 
 

5 Aids (Masifunde)  Basic infrastructure and resources secure (i.e. office, human 
resources) 

 Relationship with Masifunde 

 Training in process 

 Project about to be launched. Training in process at time of fieldwork 

 Limited local support 

 Limited finance 

6 Care, disabled, youth, 
Bursary, women, crèche 

 Addresses community needs and interests 

 Committed and competent human resources 

 Network with other organisations 

 Limited funding 

 Only director salaried otherwise relies on volunteers 

 Staff not involved in management issues 
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Assessment of existing projects and initiatives in Alicedale 
 

  Strengths Weaknesses 
 
 Organisational training required 

 Limited local support 

 Lack transport 

 Limited finances 
 

7 Stock owners 
association 

 Own stock 

 Human resources 

 No commonage/grazing 

 No office or storage space 

 Limited finances 
 

8 LED forum  Structure exists 

 Members trained 

 Ineffective 

 Finances 

 More training 
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An assessment of areas of potential and under-utilised resources resulted in the identification 
of the following: 
 
Areas of potential: 
 

 Promoting Tourism through unexploited local attractions such as 
o Caves with San paintings 
o New years dam 
o Hiking trails 
o B+B 
o Promoting Alicedale as a retirement village 
 

 Creating a railway museum Museum 
 
Under utilised resources were identified as follows: 
 

 Vacant, state land along the local river (department of Public works) 

 Water security 

 Clay from New Years dam 

 Vacant Spoornet buildings 

 Large local skills base 

 Local skills in mohair beneficiation (retrenched workers) 
 

7. Conclusion and 
Recommendations 
 
The most immediate concern for any LED strategy in Alicedale is to consolidate existing 
development processes with a view to promoting poverty alleviation and short-term job 
creation. At the same time however it is also crucial to engage in district and regional 
development planning, IDP/LDO and LED processes in order to promote more long term 
development processes for Alicedale.  
 
Areas of greatest potential for Alicedale are clearly in farming/agriculture and tourism with 
these providing the mainstay of the regional economy of the area. However, the promotion of 
manufacturing also has some potential with a Mohair processing factory due to reopen there 
shortly. Alicedale has made a name for itself historically as a producer of high quality wool 
and mohair goods. The local factory however closed down in 2001 amidst controversy 
surrounding its owner and an outstanding electricity debt to the local council. Although the 
company was liquidated and workers laid off the factory seems to be in the process of 
starting up again. The establishment of a local mohair beneficiation industry would clearly 
provide an important economic base for the town of Alicedale. However to invest in such an 
operation requires far more than merely the machinery (which alone would entail an 
enormous capital investment) but also design and marketing for these niche market goods. 
Ultimately then the promotion of a local mohair and wool goods manufacturing sector would 
be a long term strategy. 
 
Alicedale offers some strategic lessons for local economies in relation to private sector driven 
tourism as well as the potential consequences of shifts in land use from stock farming to 
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game farming. These are essentially that local private sector reserves need to be engaged in 
order to ensure that they become more responsive to the needs of surrounding local 
communities. The relationship between the town and Shamwari and Burchells are cases in 
point. Both are significant economic forces within the local area, yet their impact on local 
economies and labour markets are somewhat limited. Shamwari for example has an 
agreement with Alicedale to supply water at significantly reduced costs. The agreement 
signed in late 1997 was based on the understanding that Shamwari would offer significant 
local rewards particularly in providing employment. Although the reserve falls within the 
Alicedale boundaries most of those employed were recruited from Paterson. Given that little 
success has thus been achieved in engaging the tourism sector it is crucial that a local 
initiative take this up. It is suggested that the rejuvenated LED forum establish a task team to 
draw up a tourism plan and simultaneously lobby and engage the local tourism sector. 
 
The most pressing concern for the population of Alicedale is to facilitate interventions, which 
will immediately have an impact in terms of job creation and poverty alleviation. The most 
obvious starting point for such interventions would be to rekindle failed projects and provide a 
framework for supporting current initiatives. An assessment of local initiatives in Alicedale 
suggests that the most important areas, which need to be addressed, are the following: 
 

 Creating and promoting an organisational framework, which will drive projects locally, 
particularly poverty alleviation projects. It is suggested that the LED forum be revitalised 
and provide an overall co-ordinating function for existing projects. The forum should be 
constituted in such a way that it enjoys legitimacy, its members have the capacity to 
lobby Makana as well as the Cacadu district municipalities as well as other role players. It 
should also be responsible and accountable for strategic decisions concerning the co-
ordination of local projects.  

 

 Once constituted the forum should examine options with regards to putting in place an 
effective and efficient strategy for the overall project management of the various projects. 
In the short term identifying and appointing a suitable individual from Alicedale or 
Grahamstown tasked with the overall financial and other managerial aspects of the 
various projects could be investigated. Training of local community members in project 
management should accompany this process. Another option to explore would be the 
formation of an overarching co-operative structure within which existing and future 
projects would be based. 

 

 Once constituted the LED forum should logically establish task teams responsible for 
particular aspects of an LED strategy in Alicedale. Conceivably the following task teams 
could be established: 

 
o Tourism 
o Agriculture 
o Poverty alleviation 

 
The task teams, with support from outside agencies such as ECSECC, would be responsible 
for drawing up strategic plans or where immediate projects exist business plans. The tourism 
task team can immediately begin engaging the local tourism sector and even solicit its help in 
drawing up a tourism strategy for the town. It will then have to outline a strategy for marketing 
Alicedale as a tourist destination and identify business opportunities locally. It will be crucial 
for this team to link up with the Cacadu LED and IDP planning processes which are currently 
framing a regional tourism strategy for the Western region. 
 
The agriculture task team must first address the issue of access to land. The Department of 
Public Works and Makana municipality must be approached with a view to securing a local 
commonage. Vacant state land which also borders the local river has been identified and 
would be suitable for promoting small scale irrigation. In addition to this current water security 
needs to be examined and perhaps a technical feasibility study conducted on utilising water 
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from the local New Years dam for small-scale irrigation. The sugar beet initiative based in 
nearby Cookhouse should be examined with a view to supplying sugar beet. 
 
The Poverty Alleviation task team needs to promote the efficient and effective management 
of current projects and facilitate the revival of those, which have failed. Many projects lack 
premises and office or storage space. The currently unused and partially vandalised 
buildings, which belong to Spoornet, need to be accessed and brought into use. Spoornet 
needs to be approached urgently with a view to securing access to these buildings, which 
are in all likelihood going to become unusable with further vandalism. 
 

 
Strengths/Opportunities  Weaknesses/Threats 

 Proximity to PE, Grahamstown and 
access to further markets through rail 
link 

 Relatively sophisticated and widely 
accessible service infrastructure 

 Tourist sites 

 Fairly established social infrastructure  

 Local council financially sound 

 Unused buildings 

 Lack of business skills- no 
entrepreneurial class 

 Lack of technical skills 

 High levels of livelihood dependence on 
the state 

 No coherent economic development 
plan or strategy 

 Lack of available land for farming 

 Lack of institutional support for SMMEs 
-credit, business and technical training, 
marketing support etc 

 Lack of outside investment 

 Weak business and farmer associations 

 Limited local markets 

 Increasing crime 

 Limited medical facilities 

 Gravel access roads 
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Appendix1 : Census data 
               Data Source: Census 1996 
 
 

Population  
 

African Coloured Indian White Other Total 

2263 

(67%) 

1012 

(30%) 

0 108 

(3%) 

0 3383 

 

Population by Race & Gender 
 

Race Male % Male Female % Female Total 

African 1065 47 1198 53 2263 

Coloured 468 46 544 54 1012 

Indian 0 - 0 - 0 

White 56 52 52 48 108 

Other 0 - 0 - 0 

Total 1589 47 1794 53 3383 

 

Age distribution 

 

Age breakdown 

(years) 

Total % 

0-4  253 7.5 

5-9 431 13 

10-15 547 16 

16-24 658 19 

25-39 659 19.5 

40-64 618 18 

65+ 217 6 

 

Age distribution (Broad) 
 

Age category Total persons % 

0-15 years 
(youth dependency) 

1231 36 

16-64 years 

(potentially economically active) 

1935 57 

65 years and above 

(age dependency) 

217 6 

Education 
 

Education level Number % 

No formal schooling 545 18 

Grade 0-4 633 21 

Grade 5-6 410 13 

Grade 7-9 946 31 

Grade 10-11 324 10 

Less than matric 8 0.3 

Matriculation only 161 5 

Matric + 46 1.5 

Total 3073 99.8 
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Disability 
 

Disability 

Type 

Number of disabled  

Persons 

% 

Sight 276 37 

Hearing 100 13 

Physical 254 34 

Mental 74 10 

Multiple 32 4 

Unspecified 14 2 

Total 750 100 

(About 22% of total population is disabled) 
 

 
Labour Force 

 

Employment by sector 
 

Sector  Employed persons % 

Agriculture, fishing & forestry 18 6 

Mining & quarrying 0 - 

Manufacturing 34 11 

Electricity, gas & water supply 2 0.5 

Construction 11 4 

Wholesale & retail trade 42 14 

Transport, storage & communication 44 14.5 

Insurance, real estate & businesses 0 - 

Community, social & personal services 103 34 

Private households 35 11 

Industry NEC or unspecified 15 5 

Total 304 100 

 
 

Unemployment 
 

Description # 

Unemployed persons 771 

Scholar/full-time students 576 

Pensioners/retired persons 416 

Unemployed disabled persons 109 

Age < 15 years 1144 

 
 

Occupation 
 

Occupation No. of persons Percentage 

Senior management 12 4 

Professional 52 19 

Technical 9 3 

Clerks 11 4 

Service related 32 11 

Skilled 12 4 

Craft & Trade 33 13 

Plant machine 9 3 

Elementary 104 38 

Total 274 99 

 

 

Household income category 
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Household income Male Female Total  Percentage 

None 18 13 31 4 

R1-2400 40 23 63 9 

R2401-6000 108 105 213 31 

R6001-18000 127 111 238 35 

R18001-42000 61 28 89 13 

R42001-96000 33 14 47 7 

R96000+ 4 1 5 0.7 

Total 391 295 686 99.7 

 

 
 

Household dwelling 

 

Type of dwelling Male  Female Total 

House on separate stand 338 258 596 

Traditional dwelling 19 8 27 

Flat in block of flats 0 0 0 

Cluster/semi-detached house 1 0 1 

Flat / room in backyard 3 0 3 

Backyard shack/informal dwelling 1 1 2 

Informal dwelling/shacks elsewhere 30 29 59 

Flat/room on shared property 1 0 1 

Alicedale Total 358 266 689 

 
 

 

Access to services 
 

Water 
 

Type Number of persons % 

Water dwelling 2173 64 

On site 1188 35 

Public Tap 0 0 

Tanker 0 0 

Borehole 0 0 

Natural 0 0 

Other 23 0.7 

 

 
Sanitation 

 

Type Number of persons % 

Flush 1179 35 

Pit latrine 13 0.4 

Bucket latrine 2179 64 

Other 13 0.4 

 

 

Telephone  
 

Type Number of persons % 

Dwelling 772 23 

Neighbour 227 7 

Public phone 2314 68 

Other nearby 14 0.4 

Not nearby 0 - 
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No Access 57 1.7 

Institution premises 0 - 

 

 

Waste/ Refuse disposal 
 

 

Waste removal Household % 

Local Authority once a week 2808 83 

Local Authority less often 506 15 

Communal refuse dump 10 0.3 

Own refuse dump 20 0.6 

No rubbish disposal 10 0.3 

Unspecified 30 0.8 

 
 

 
 

Data Source: Census 1996 

 

 
 


