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AmAthole district : mAiN plAces

GeoGraphy
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the amathole district stretches from the indian ocean coastline in the south to the amathole mountains 
in the north, and from the mbhashe river in the east to the Great fish river in the west. it is a land 
of rivers and fertile floodplains, undulating grasslands, valley bush, estuaries, beaches, forests and 
waterfalls. The biodiversity of the district is often remarked upon, together with possible implications 
for future socioeconomic developments and competitive advantages.

the amathole district was established after the first transformed local government 
elections in december 2000 and takes in the former homeland areas of the ciskei 
and transkei, as well as the former cape provincial administration areas. since July 
2011 Buffalo city has become a metro and no longer forms part of the amathole 
district municipality.

The population’s quality of life is deteriorating as measured by the Human Development 
index (hdi). this is largely because life expectancy has decreased as a result of the 
HiV/AiDs pandemic. nevertheless, the Amathole district’s HDi is higher than the 
provincial average but less than south Africa’s in general.

Although the district’s poverty rate is less than the provincial average, it is relatively 
high with an estimated 627 755 people living in poverty.

The economy of the Amathole District municipality is relatively small compared to the 
metropolitan areas. its Gdp per capita is higher than the provincial average and the 
tertiary sector is the largest contributor to the municipality’s economy.

the district has a relatively high propensity to export and accounts for more than 
two-thirds of the eastern cape’s export sales.

although the illiteracy rate in amathole is relatively high with over -20,8% of the 
population being functionally illiterate, this district has the highest literacy rate in the 
eastern cape.

unemployment is high. with just over 136 589 unemployed people, the unemployment 
rate is 26,4%. in addition, there are nearly 627 755 people living in poverty in Amathole. 
This represents just over a third of the district’s local population. nevertheless, the 
number of people living in poverty is declining and has declined by an annual average 
of -2% since 2005.

introduction







6  |  2014  |  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  p r o f i l e  r e p o r t

This district profile is being developed as the province is completing its Vision 2030 Provincial Development Plan (PDP) and there 
is an overall adopted national Development Plan (nDP). it is important that that the data in this plan is placed within an overall 
national and provincial context. This section provides brief summaries of the nDP and the PDP. 

The national Development Plan was launched as an overarching 
long term plan in 2011 and adopted by government in 2012. 

The national Development Plan aims to eliminate poverty and 
reduce inequality by 2030. the plan states that south africa 
can realise these goals by drawing on the energies of its people, 
growing an inclusive economy, building capabilities, enhancing 
the capacity of the state, and promoting leadership and partner-
ships throughout society. 

to accelerate progress, deepen democracy and build a more 
inclusive society, south africa must translate political 
emancipation into economic wellbeing for all. it is up to all 
south africans to fix the future, starting today. this plan 
envisions a south africa where everyone feels free yet bounded 
to others; where everyone embraces their full potential, a 
country where opportunity is determined not by birth, but by 
ability, education and hard work. 

Realising such a society will require transformation of the economy 
and focused efforts to build the country’s capabilities. To 
eliminate poverty and reduce inequality, the economy must 
grow faster and in ways that benefit all south africans. in 
particular, young people deserve better educational and 
economic opportunities, and focused efforts are required to 
eliminate gender inequality. Promoting gender equality and 
greater opportunities for young people are integrated themes 
that run throughout this plan.

progress over the next two decades means doing things 
differently. Given the complexity of national development, 
the plan sets out six interlinked priorities: 

1) Uniting south Africans of all races and classes around a 
common programme to eliminate poverty and reduce 
inequality.

2) encourage citizens to be active in their own development, 
in strengthening democracy and in holding their 
government accountable.

3) Raising economic growth, promoting exports and making 
the economy more labour absorbing.

4) Focusing on key capabilities of both people and the state
• capabilities include skills, infrastructure, social security, 

strong institutions and partnerships both within the 
country and with key international partners.

5) Building a capable and developmental state.
6) strong leadership throughout society that work together 

to solve our problems.

DeVeloPmenT PRioRiTies 2014-2030 

national development plan 
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By 2030 south Africa should: 

eliminate income poverty - reduce the proportion of households with a monthly income below 
R419 per person (in 2009 prices) from 39% to zero. 

reduce inequality - the Gini coefficient should fall from 0.69 to 0.60.

enabling milestones

• increase employment from 13 
million in 2010 to 24 million in 2030.

• Raise per capita income from 
 r50 000 in 2010 to r120 000 by 2030.
• increase the share of national 

income of the bottom 40% from 6% 
to 10%.

• establish a competitive base of 
infrastructure, human resources 
and regulatory frameworks.

• ensure that skilled, technical, 
professional and managerial posts 
better reflect the country’s racial, 
gender and disability makeup.

• Broaden ownership of assets to 
historically disadvantaged groups.

• increase the quality of education 
so that all children have at least 
two years of preschool education 
and all children in Grade 3 can 
read and write.

 

• Provide affordable access to quality 
health care while promoting health 
and wellbeing.

• establish effective, safe and 
affordable public transport.

• Produce sufficient energy to 
support industry at competitive 
prices, ensuring access for poor 
households, while reducing 
carbon emissions per unit of 
power by about one-third.

• ensure that all south Africans have 
access to clean running water in 
their homes. 

• make high-speed broadband 
internet universally available at 
competitive prices. 

• Realise a food trade surplus, with 
one-third produced by small-scale 
farmers or households.

• ensure household food and 
nutrition security.

• entrench a social security system 
covering all working people, with 
social protection for the poor and 
other groups, such as children and 
people with disabilities in need.

• Realise a developmental, capable 
and ethical state that treats citizens 
with dignity.

• ensure that all people live safely, 
with an independent and fair 
criminal justice system.

• Broaden social cohesion and unity 
while redressing the inequities of 
the past.

• Play a leading role in continental 
development, economic integration 
and human rights.

critical actions

1) a social compact to reduce 
poverty and inequality and raise 
employment and investment.

2) a strategy to address poverty and 
its impacts by broadening access 
to employment, strengthening 
the social wage, improving public 
transport and raising rural incomes.

3) steps by the state to professionalise 
the public service, strengthen 
accountability, improve coordination 
and prosecute corruption.

4) Boost private investment in labour-
intensive areas, competitiveness 
and exports, with adjustments to 

 lower the risk of hiring younger 
workers.

5) An education accountability chain, 
with lines of responsibility from 
state to classroom.

6) Phase in national health insurance, 
with a focus on upgrading public 
health facilities, producing more 
health professionals and reducing the 
relative cost of private health care.

7) public infrastructure investment 
at 10% of gross domestic product 
(GDP), financed through tariffs, 
public-private partnerships, taxes 
and loans and focused on 

 transport, energy and water.
8) interventions to ensure 

environmental sustainability and 
resilience to future shocks.

9) new spatial norms and standards - 
densifying cities, improving 
transport, locating jobs where 
people live, upgrading informal 
settlements and fixing housing 
market gaps.

10) reduce crime by strengthening 
criminal justice and improving 
community environments.

the ndp in Brief
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provincial development plan 

the Goals are shown Graphically in the fiGure Below

Goal 1
an inclusive, 

equitaBle and 
GrowinG economy

Goal 2
a healthy 

population

Goal 3
an educated, 

innovative 
citizenry

Goal 4
viBrant, cohesive communities

Goal 5
capaBle, conscientious and accountaBle institutions

rural development Bias until spatial equity is estaBlished

the provincial vision and long term plan is intended to mobilise 
all citizens and sectors of the eastern cape around a common 
vision. The aim is to provide an opportunity for revisiting social 
partnerships and develop common goals among citizens, civil 
society, the state and the private sector. the plan also seeks to 
promote mutual accountability between stakeholders and to 
enable coherence of the three spheres of the state.

Based on the national development plan, the provincial 
development plan seeks to outline a development path for 
the province. it sets the development agenda and priorities 
for the next 15 years (2015-2030), building on the provincial 
Growth and development plan of 2004-2014. it proposes 
key programmes and projects for implementation up to 2030 
and suggests institutional arrangements for implementation, 
monitoring and reporting. This draft plan is the outcome of a two 
year long process of engagement with people and stakeholders 
of the province and beyond. 

Departing from a premise that the province must confront the 
structural features hobbling the provincial economy; privilege 

social and economic justice; be culturally sensitive; encourage 
citizen participation and co-responsibility for development; 
promote ethical, integrated multi-agent action; respect evidence 
and critical deliberation; and take accountability seriously, 
the following goals are core to the eastern cape provincial 
Development Plan:

1) Redistributive, inclusive and spatially equitable economic 
development and growth - prioritising investments in, and 
the development of, rural regions to address need and 
structural deficiencies, as well as tap potential.   

2) quality health - fundamental to human functionality 
and progress.

3) education, training & innovation - pivotal to human 
development, societal well-being and a regenerative,  
self-sustaining civilisation. 

4) Vibrant, cohesive communities - with access to decent 
housing, amenities and services.

5) institutional capabilities - important to underpinning 
the developmental agency of both state and non- 
state institutions. 
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Goals unpacked 

GoAl 1: An inclUsiVe, eQUiTABle AnD 
GrowinG economy
this goal emphasises a larger and more efficient provincial 
economy, increased employment, and reduced inequalities. 
This goal deals with: rural development; economic infrastructure; 
land reform; industry and enterprise support; and economic 
sector development. Proposals for priority interventions are 
district-specific. 

GoAl 2: A HeAlTHy PoPUlATion
this goal targets a healthy population through an improved 
healthcare system. the system should move from being hospital-
centric to focusing on a primary care system that is integrated 
across primary, secondary, and tertiary levels. the proposals 
include: primary health care and strengthening of district 
health systems; improvement of leadership across the sector; 
infrastructure and facility improvement; health workforce 
planning and the social determinants of health. 

GoAl 3: An eDUcATeD, innoVATiVe ciTizenRy
This goal seeks to ensure that people are empowered to define 
their identity, are capable of sustaining their livelihoods, living 
healthy lives and raising healthy families, developing a just 
society and economy, and playing an effective role in the politics 
and governance of their communities. the proposals deal 
with: access to and quality of early childhood development; 
basic education and training, including foundation phase literacy 
and numeracy, mother-tongue education, teacher development, 
improved leadership, management and governance and infra-
structure. For the post school education and training sector, it 
addresses adult education and training, community colleges, 
technical and vocational education training, universities and 
research and innovation.

GoAl 4:  ViBRAnT, coHesiVe commUniTies 
This goal seeks to generate a shift from a focus on state-driven 
housing delivery to one that that enables people to make their 
own decisions, build their own liveable places and transform 
spatial patterns. the proposals deal with transformed human 
settlements, spatial planning and land use management, regional 
development, social infrastructure and community safety. 

GoAl 5: cAPABle, conscienTioUs AnD  
accountaBle institutions
this goal seeks to build capable, resilient and accountable 
institutions to champion rapid inclusive development. the 
proposals deal with the creation of capable provincial and local 
government; leadership renewal across society; citizen-centred 
development and multi-agency partnerships. 

achievement of the vision is impossible without concurrent, 
systemic and continuous interaction between an inclusive and 
equitable economy, a healthy population, an educated, innovative 
citizenry, vibrant communities and capable, conscientious and 
accountable institutions. there are complex interrelations 
between the goals, as well as the objectives and strategic actions 
proposed in this plan. 

rural development Bias
Given that over 70% of the population is rural, the fortunes 
of the province are inherently bound up with the future of its 
rural areas. while urbanisation is an undeniable trend, we 
estimate that the majority of the population will still be outside of 
the metropolitan areas in 2030. the eastern cape is set to remain 
a rural province for the foreseeable future and therefore rural 
development is a key priority and has been integrated into all 
of the goal areas.
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economic Growth and transformation
the goal of a growing and inclusive economy includes a larger and more efficient 
provincial economy, more employment, and reduced inequalities of income and wealth. 

economic priorities in the PDP are:

• Agriculture
• mining and energy
• construction
• manufacturing
• Tourism
• social economy
• Knowledge-based services

The economic potential of a region will depend on a number of things, such as:

• natural resources (such as minerals, arable land and water).
• Distance from major markets.
• existing economic infrastructure and how it will be developed in future.
• existing competitive advantages, as revealed by existing enterprise activity in 

the region.
• How well we are able to build on existing competitive advantages and create new 

competitive advantages.

This last point is crucial: competitive advantages are created and dynamic, not 
God-given. They require, for example, careful planning, resource mobilisation, effective 
state support and conducive macroeconomic (and other enabling) conditions. These 
are impossible to predict with any degree of certainty. for example, ten years ago the 
“game-changing” impact of shale-gas on this province was not on anyone’s radar and 
remains uncertain as to its spatial footprint (because we are still at early stage exploration). 

This section outlines key indicators for economic growth and transformation in the district.
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economic opportunities
Agriculture:

This region has high potential in the agricultural sector based on:
• livestock farming (beef, dairy, sheep and goats)
• Horticulture: pineapples (Peddie), citrus (Fort Beaufort and Kat River), 

macademia nuts (ncera farms)
• Forestry
• existing irrigation schemes (Tyefu, Keiskammoek and Kat River etc) cover 2215 ha
• There are also 276 private irrigation schemes with average of 21 ha per farmer.
• Keiskamma River: 23 million cubic metres a year is available for allocation 

downstream from sandile dam
• mbashe River: 120 million cubic metres a year is available for allocation
• Blueberries, pomegranates, essential oils, etc
• Fisheries

mining and minerals:

the region has clay and aggregates for the building materials industry. there is also 
black granite at Willowvale and Butterworth.

construction:

construction industry potential is good:
• small towns development
• coastal property developments (attractive coastal lifestyles)
• new irrigation and cold chains
• elimination of social infrastructure backlogs (water and sanitation, etc)

manufacturing industry:

There is potential to revive industry in Butterworth based on new-generation products 
and the proposed wild coast agro-industrial sez.

Tourism:

There is potential based on:
• Beaches and nature reserves
• The new Wild coast meander
• Heritage and culture

Knowledge-based services:

There is potential based around:
• UFH and Dohne
• Agricultural sciences and irrigation engineering
• icT
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ReGionAl GRoss DomesTic PRoDUcT (GDP -R)

DeFiniTion:
market value of all final goods and services produced within a 
region in a given period of time. Real GDP-R is the nominal GDP 
adjusted for inflation.

DATA soURce: quantec*; statssa 

DATA noTe:
GDP-R is calculated using the national ratio of gross value added 
to Gdp at market prices and gross value added (Gva) for each 
location. Distribution variable is calculated using variable as a 
percentage of the provincial total for the variable in question.

  

Gdp-r
(rm, 2005 

prices)

% change 
(y/y)

Gdp-r per 
capita (r, 

2005 prices)

Gdp-r as % 
of eastern 

cape (%)
2009 12 187 1.44 1 932 8.67
2010 12 630 3.64 2 002 8.99
2011 13 239 4.82 2 099 9.42
2012 13 767 3.99 2 182 9.79
2013 14 066 2.17 2 230 10.01

Gross domestic product (GDP) measures the value of final 
goods and services produced within a country. Gdpr (or 
gross domestic product regional) is the gross regional 
product or the GDP per region. The figures given are real 
and therefore have been deflated to take account of 
inflation using 2005 as the base year.

The economy of the Amathole district is relatively small. 
in 2013 it contributed only 1% of the south african 
economy and 9% to the eastern cape economy.

the performance of the amathole district municipality 
has been satisfactory over the past decade or so. The 
average annual growth rate from 2000 to 2013 was 6%, 
although the 2008-09 recession had a marginal effect on 
overall performance and growth rates increased by 1%. 
This compares favourably with the national average of 
-2% and the provincial average of -1%. however, since 
then the recovery has been slower. in 2013 the growth 
rate was 3%, as opposed to south african and eastern cape 
average annual growth rates of 2.8% and 2.6% respectively).

the tertiary sector is the largest contributor to the 
municipality’s economy, making a contribution of 81%. 
this is followed by the secondary sector (17%) and the 
primary sector (1%).

manufacturing plays an important role in the district 
economy. in 2013, manufacturing contributed 13% to 
the district’s gross value added and transport equipment 
(3%) is the most important subsector followed by 
petroleum products, chemicals, rubber and plastics (3%); 
food, beverages and tobacco (2%), and metals, metal 
products, machinery and equipment(2%).

non-metallic mineral products have exhibited a negative 
performance. the sector lost 24% during the 2008–09 
recession but recovered during 2013 with a growth rate 
of 0.4%. however, it has shrunk by an annual average of 
-2% since 2005.

reGional Gross domestic product (Gdp-r)
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GRoss VAlUe ADDeD (GVA)

Gross value added (GVA) measures the contribution to the 
economy of each individual producer, industry or sector in 
a region. it is used in the estimation of GDP.

Gva = Gdp - taxes on products + subsidies on products

The tertiary sector is dominated by general government 
(30.8%) and community, social and personal services (13.8%). 
Both of these sectors rely on government spending in 
the area. the general government sector has grown by 
an average of 4.1% since 2005. Government services 
contribute to 7.5% to the sector in the eastern cape and 
almost 1% to the sector in south africa. community services 
have exhibited strong growth since 1995 at 3.3% average 
annual growth. the business services sector contributes 
13.9% to the amathole district economy.

reGional Gross domestic product (Gdp-r)
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DeFiniTion:
Gross value added (Gva) for a region includes the 
compensation of employees, the net operating surplus, the 
consumption of fixed capital (gross value added at fixed costs), 
other taxes on production less other subsidies on production 
(gross value added at basic prices) of that region. sic refers to 
the standard industrial classification of all economic Activities, 
is based upon the latest (third revision which appeared in 1990) 
international standard industrial classification of all economic 
Activities (isic) with suitable adaptations for local conditions 
and is published by statssa.

DATA soURce: quantec*; statssa

DATA noTe:
distribution variable is calculated using variable as a 
percentage of the provincial total for the variable in question.

Gva 
(rm, 2005 

prices)

% change (y/y) Gva as % of 
eastern cape 

(%)
2009 10 899 1.63 8.67
2010 11 289 3.58 8.77
2011 11 814 4.65 8.87
2012 12 281 3.96 8.98
2013 12 545 2.15 9.03

Gross value added (Gva) per sector (2013)
rm, 2005 prices

200 400 600 800 1 000 1 200 1 400

General government

community, social and  
personal services

finance, insurance, real estate  
and business services

transport, storage and 
communication

wholesale and retail trade,  
catering and accommodation

construction

electricity, gas and water

manufacturing

mining and quarrying

agriculture, forestry  
and fishing
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GRoss oPeRATinG sURPlUs (Gos)

DeFiniTion:
Gross operating surplus (Gos) is the income received by factors 
of production in the economy, i.e. rent, interest and profit by 
those who own the production factors, taking into account 
the value of the consumption of fixed capital. sic refers to the 
standard industrial classification of all economic Activities, 
is based upon the latest (third revision which appeared in 
1990) international standard industrial classification of 
all economic Activities (isic) with suitable adaptations for 
local conditions and is published by statssA.  
 
DATA soURce: quantec* 

DATA noTe:
Distribution variable is calculated using variable as a percentage 
of the provincial total for the variable in question.

Gos  
(rm, 2005 prices)

% change (y/y) Gos as % of 
eastern cape (%)

2009 4 555 2.31 7.97
2010 4 555 6.25 8.10
2011 4 998 3.25 8.20
2012 5 255 5.14 8.34
2013 5 317 1.18 8.38

profits are an important economic measure in that they 
reflect the extent that firms are sustainable in the long 
term. if firms are relatively more profitable in one country 
or region than others in the long run, new firms will then 
tend to relocate or establish themselves in that area.

Gross operating surplus (Gos) is the surplus generated by 
an enterprise’s operations and activities after the labour 
factor input has been recompensed. although Gos is not 
exactly the same as profits, it is used as a proxy and is useful 
in trend and cross-sectional analysis. it does not, however, 
take factors such as depreciation or tax into account.

in 2013, the Amathole district’s Gos was R5.3 billion. it 
contributed just over 1.0% of south Africa’s Gos and 
8.0% of the eastern cape Gos.

the sectors that contributed the most to the amathole 
district’s Gos are the following:

• Wholesale and retail trade, catering and 
accommodation [sic: 6]: 18.0%

• manufacturing [sic: 3]: 15.0%
• Finance and insurance, real estate and business 

services [sic: 8]: 30.5%

the sectors with the fast growing Gos between 2005 and 
2013 were the following:

• Finance and insurance, real estate and business 
services [sic: 8]: 4.3%

• Transport, storage and communication [sic: 7]: 4.8%
• Agriculture, forestry and fishing[sic: 1]: 5.3%
• construction [sic: 51-53]: 7.8%
• Wholesale and retail trade, catering and 

accommodation[sic: 6 ]: 5.2%

Gross operatinG surplus (Gos)
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total output

total output consists of goods and services that are 
produced within the economy. it involves foods and 
services produced for own final use.

output has been increasing steadily since 2000, even 
during 2009 when the global recession had an impact on 
the south african economy.

in 2013 the Amathole district’s share of the eastern 
cape’s total output was 8.5%.

the sectors with the largest output in amathole are 
the following:

• General government [sic: 91]: 21.7%
• community, social and personal services [sic: 9]: 10.4%
• Wholesale and retail trade, catering and 

accommodation [sic: 6]: 11.9%
• manufacturing [sic: 3]: 23.0%

in the eastern cape the sectors with the largest output 
are the following:

• General government [sic: 91, 94]: 17.0%
• Wholesale and retail trade, catering and 

accommodation [sic: 6]: 11.1%
• Finance and insurance, real estate and business 

services [sic: 8]: 18.1%
• community, social and personal services [sic: 92, 

95-6]: 9.0%
• manufacturing [sic: 3]: 29.5%

The sectors with the largest share of south Africa’s 
output are the following:

• Wholesale and retail trade, catering and 
accommodation [sic: 6]: 12.2%

• Transport, storage and communication [sic: 7]: 7.9%
• General government [sic: ]: 15.6%
• construction [sic: 51-53]: 5.6%
• manufacturing [sic: 3]: 24.6%
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DeFiniTion:
total output of goods and services produced by a region, at basic 
prices. sic refers to the standard industrial classification of all 
economic Activities, is based upon the latest (third revision which 
appeared in 1990) international standard industrial classification 
of all economic Activities (isic) with suitable adaptations for local 
conditions and is published by statssA.   
     
DATA soURce: quantec*; statssa

DATA noTe:
Distribution variable is calculated using variable as a percentage 
of the provincial total for the variable in question.

output  
(rm, 2005 prices)

% change (y/y) output as % of 
eastern cape 

(%)
2009 23 798 4.48 7.88
2010 24 981 4.97 8.02
2011 25 816 3.35 8.12
2012 26 698 3.42 8.22
2013 27 330 2.37 8.27
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intermediate consumption eXpenditure

intermediate consumption expenditure includes the 
inputs used to produce final goods and services.

the sectors with the largest intermediate consumption 
expenditure include:

• manufacturing [sic: 3]: 30.7%
• General government [sic: 91]: 18%
• Finance and insurance, real estate and business 

services[sic: 8]: 14.7%
• Wholesale and retail trade, catering and 

accommodation [sic: 6]: 10%

in the eastern cape the sectors with the largest inter-
mediate consumption are:

• manufacturing [sic: 3]: 38.4%
• General government [sic: 91]: 14.4%
• Finance and insurance, real estate and business 

service [sic: 8]: 15.0%
• Transport, storage and communication [sic: 7]: 7.0%
• Wholesale and retail, catering and accommodation 

[sic: 6]: 9.0%

The sectors with the largest share of south Africa’s 
intermediate consumption expenditure (per sector) include: 

• General government [sic: 91]: 14.4%
• Wholesale and retail trade, catering and 

accommodation [sic: 6]: 8.9%
• Transport, storage and communication [sic: 7]: 7.2%
• construction [sic: 5]: 7.0%
• manufacturing [sic: 3]: 34.4%
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intermediate consumption eXpenditure

int. consumption distriBution of int. consumption
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DeFiniTion:
intermediate consumption expenditure represents the value 
of goods and services that the producer purchases in order to 
produce other goods and services. sic refers to the standard 
industrial classification of all economic Activities, is based upon 
the latest (third revision which appeared in 1990) international 
standard industrial classification of all economic Activities (isic) 
with suitable adaptations for local conditions and is published 
by statssa.

DATA soURce: quantec*; statssa

DATA noTe:
Distribution variable is calculated using variable as a percentage 
of the provincial total for the variable in question.

int. consumption 
expenditure (rm, 

2005 prices)

% change (y/y) int. consumption 
expenditure as 

% of the eastern 
cape (%)

2009 12 899 7.02 7.32
2010 13 692 6.15 7.49
2011 14 003 2.27 7.57
2012 14 417 2.96 7.67
2013 14 785 2.55 7.72
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tress indeX

The sectoral composition of economic activity in a region is a 
good indication of the level of diversification or concentration 
of a region’s economy and can be measured by the so-called 
tress index. A tress index of zero represents a totally diversified 
economy. on the other hand, the higher the index (closer to 
100), the more concentrated or vulnerable the regional 
economy is to exogenous variables, such as adverse climatic 
conditions, commodity price fluctuations, and so forth.

in 2013, the tress index for amathole was 75.8 compared with 
73.0 for the eastern cape and 66.9 for south africa as a whole.

Given that the structure of the economy changes very slowly, 
the tress index is fairly stable over time. However, the economy 
has become marginally more concentrated since 1995 as the 
tress index was 72.1.

tress indeX
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DeFiniTion:
The level of diversification or tress concentration of a region’s 
economy is measured by a Tress index. A Tress index of zero 
represents a totally diversified economy. on the other hand, 
the higher the index (closer to 100), the more concentrated or 
vulnerable the region’s economy to exogenous variables, such as 
adverse climatic conditions, commodity price fluctuations, etc.

DATA soURce: quantec*

DATA noTe:
Distribution variable is calculated using variable as a percentage 
of the provincial total for the variable in question.

tress index 
for 23 

industries

% change 
(y/y)

tress index 
for 10 

industries

% change 
(y/y)

2009 71.9 0.98 50.0 -0.60
2010 71.8 -0.14 50.3 0.60
2011 72.2 0.56 50.6 0.60
2012 72.6 0.55 50.9 0.59
2013 73 0.55 51.2 0.59

industry composition By sector  (2013)
rm, 2005 prices
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demoGraphics 
demographics are about the population of a region and the culture of the people 
there. Demographic shifts tell us about the shifting composition of a region’s population. 
Demographic information allows us to plan for the future, allocate scarce resources 
and monitor the impact of policy, political and economic changes in society. 

in 2014, three core demographic trends should inform planning in the eastern cape. 

Population size has been nearly stagnant and the province has the largest outmigration 
of any province in the country. the census 2011 results indicate that the eastern 
cape had a population of 6 562 053 in 2011, an increase of 6.7% on the 1996 population 
and 4.5% on the 2001 population. However, in relation to other provinces, the provincial 
share of the national population declined from 15.1% in 1996 to 12.7% in 2011. The 
declining proportion of the eastern cape population in the national total can be 
contrasted with increasing proportions in Gauteng and the western cape. these 
increased by 60.9% and 47.2% respectively from 1996 census figures. The declining 
proportion of the eastern cape population has already begun to impact negatively on 
the provincial fiscal allocation. 

The eastern cape experiences large outmigration as evidenced by 2 million people 
born in the eastern cape now living in other provinces. Between 2001 and 2011 there 
was net out-migration of 325 078. The majority of those that leave the province move 
to Western cape, Gauteng and Kwazulu-natal. many rural municipalities in chris Hani, 
Amathole and o R Tambo districts experienced population decline in the past ten years.

there has been a change in household structure in the past 15 years, towards smaller 
households, particularly in urban areas. comparing census data from 1996, 2001 and 
2011, household numbers have grown at a faster rate than the population growth 
rate, implying an accelerated rate of demand for household services. the eastern 
cape population grew by 5% compared to a 14% growth rate for households and the 
average household size has decreased from 4.7 to 3.7 persons per household.
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population

Just less than 14.4% of the eastern cape’s population 
lives in amathole. this represents less than 2% of south 
Africa’s population.

The population of the Amathole district has been declining 
in the past 10 years, with a marginal increase in 2012 and 
2013. The annual rate of population growth since 2005 
has been about -0.1%, which is far below the national 
and provincial averages.

The growth rates for the various groups are:

• Black population: -0.3%
• coloured population: -0.67%
• indian or Asian population: -1.45%
• White population: -2.28%

Black africans are by far the majority in amathole (97.7%), 
followed by coloureds (1.4%), whites (0.88%), and 
asians (0.04%).

the population density of the amathole district is 47 
people per km² compared to south africa with 42 people 
per km² and the eastern cape with 41 people per km².

population
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DeFiniTion:
The population includes all inhabitants (both south African 
citizens and foreigners) of all races, gender and ages.

DATA soURce: quantec*; statssa

DATA noTe:
Distribution variable is calculated using variable as a percentage 
of the provincial total for the variable in question.

  

Population % change 
(y/y)

Population 
as % of 
eastern 

cape (%)

Population 
density

2009 982 714 -0.40 14.51 46.25
2010 979 938 -0.28 14.41 46.28
2011 979 203 -0.07 14.40 46.47
2012 984 998 0.59 14.48 46.75
2013 990 962 0.61 14.57 47.03
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households

in 2013 there were just over 277 000 households in the 
amathole district. this represents 2% of south african 
households and 15.6% of those in the eastern cape.

since 2005 the number of households in the amathole 
district has increased by 1.1%, the same annual average 
rate as households in south africa. the number of 
households has increased by an annual average rate of 
1.0% in the eastern cape.

The proportion of households according to race is as follows:

• Black households: 97.5%
• coloured households: 1.2%
• Asian households: 0.1%
• White households: 1.2%

The average annual growth since 2005 is as follows:

• Black households: 0.6%
• coloured households: -0.5%
• Asian households: -1.0%
• White households: -2.7%

numBer of households distriBution
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DeFiniTion:
a person, or group of persons, who occupy a common 
dwelling unit (or part of it) at least four days a week on 
average. they live together and share resources as a unit.

DATA soURce: quantec*; statssa

DATA noTe:
distribution variable is calculated using variable as a 
percentage of the provincial total for the variable in question.

households % change (y/y) households as 
% of eastern 

cape (%)
2009 266 379 1.07 15.55
2010 269 635 1.22 15.57
2011 273 671 1.50 15.81
2012 275 345 0.61 15.90
2013 277 059 0.62 16.00

distriBution of households (2013)
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poverty and income
poverty in south africa and the eastern cape is widespread and deep, and is hence 
the chief target of government policy. several studies have been conducted on the 
characteristics and spread of poverty in the eastern cape to improve planning,  
programming and targeting of anti-poverty interventions. The overwhelming finding is 
that more than a decade into democracy, the eastern cape province remains trapped 
in structural poverty. this shows in all aspects of its demographic, health and socio-
economic profiles. However there are wide intra-provincial spatial differences. 

in the eastern cape, poverty eradication was a central part of the 2004-2014 Provincial 
Growth and development plan. the department of social development was charged 
with coordinating the provincial “war on poverty” campaign from 2006 onwards. 
from 2007 a two-pronged approach was implemented, where focus in the short term 
was on integrating and coordinating existing poverty eradication initiatives in the 11 
least developed local municipalities in the eastern cape. the medium to long term 
goals were to work towards a family-based social service model. in 2012 the province 
adopted an Anti-Poverty strategy, championed by the DosD. 

the anti-poverty strategy builds on the experience of government and civil society 
in the past 20 years and aims to change how interventions are implemented. this 
will be done through joined-up implementation and better targeting of interventions. 
integration is important to avoid waste of scarce resources and ensure sustainability 
of interventions. the goals of the strategy are; i) eradicate extreme poverty and 
hunger; ii) promote sustainable community livelihoods and self-reliant households; 
and iii) ensure well targeted, joined-up implementation and service delivery by  
government and its social partners. importantly, the strategy, and its implementation 
programme to date, emphasise that without the joint efforts of all spheres of  
government, nGos, community and civil society organisations, trade unions, faith 
based organisations, traditional authorities, institutions of higher learning and the 
private sector, poverty eradication cannot be achieved. 
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HUmAn DeVeloPmenT inDeX (HDi)

The Human Development index (HDi) is a comparative 
measure of health, education and income, measured in 
terms of life expectancy, literacy and level of education, 
and GDP per capita, respectively. it is a standard means 
of measuring living standards.

although the index has also been described as “redundant” 
and a “reinvention of the wheel”, measuring aspects of 
development that have already been exhaustively studied, 
it is useful for measuring progress over time and the 
impact of economic policies on quality of life.

in south africa the hdi dropped from 0.627 in 1995 to 0.553 
in 2013. the index has, however, been fairly constant for 
the past few years. the hdi in the eastern cape has been 
lower than south Africa’s HDi since 1995 and dropped 
from 0.582 (1995) to 0.503 (2013). the trend for the past 
five years has been downward, largely due to a lower life 
expectancy resulting from the HiV/AiDs pandemic.

Amathole district’s HDi has declined from 0.535 in 2003 
to 0.517 in 2013. this is higher than the provincial average 
but less than that for south africa as a whole.

human development indeX (hdi)
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DeFiniTion:
The Human Development index (HDi) is a comparative measure 
of health, education and income, measured in terms of life 
expectancy, literacy and level of education, and GDP per capita, 
respectively. it is a standard means of measuring living standards.

DATA soURce: quantec*; statssa

DATA noTe:
it is important to note that the undp publishes an annual 
development report with its own HDi figures. Unfortunately 
the methodology changes making comparisons difficult. The 
latest undp report (2011) lists south africa with an hdi of 0.619 
and ranks it 123 in the world. the hdi presented above should 
therefore not be compared to the UnDP’s HDi.

hdi
2009 0.526
2010 0.524
2011 0.522
2012 0.519
2013 0.517
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Gini coefficient

poverty and inequality remain major challenges for the 
amathole district, the eastern cape and south africa. 
The Gini coefficient is an indicator of how equally income 
(or poverty) is distributed. countries that have identical 
Gini coefficients can differ greatly in terms of income and 
quality of life. The Gini coefficient measures the extent 
to which the incomes of individuals or households in an 
economy deviate from a perfectly equal distribution.

it is important to bear in mind that the Gini coefficient is 
neither a necessary nor a sufficient indicator or condition 
for improving the lives of the poor in south africa.

methodological differences in the available underlying 
data and differences in the methodology by which the 
Gini coefficient is calculated, complicate comparisons.

the Gini coefficient measures inequality using a ratio 
analysis that makes it easy to interpret. A Gini coefficient 
of 0 represents perfect equality and 1 means perfect 
inequality.

the Gini coefficient indicates that inequality in south 
africa improved marginally from 0.664 in 2007 to 0.654 
in 2013. the eastern cape has also become more 
unequal with the Gini coefficient dropping from 0.636 in 
2007 to 0.656 in 2013.

in 2013, the Gini coefficient for the Amathole district was 
0.396 and equity remains a problem. it has been declining 
steadily, albeit marginally, since 2003.

in the past inequality in south Africa was largely defined 
along racial lines. however, it has since become increasingly 
defined by the gap between rich and poor.

Gini coefficient
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DeFiniTion:
The Gini coefficient measures the inequality as a proportion of 
its theoretical maximum. The Gini coefficient ranges from 0 (no 
inequality) to 1 (complete inequality).

DATA soURce: quantec*; presidency

Gini coefficient
2009 0.458
2010 0.458
2011 0.427
2012 0.411
2013 0.396
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people in poverty

Poverty is notoriously difficult to define but researchers 
typically take one of two approaches; the first is the 
poverty-line approach and the second is the access-to-
services approach. following the poverty-line approach, 
the number of households that fall below a chosen 
minimum income threshold are said to be living in poverty 
(the minimum income threshold is the minimum level of 
income that is required to meet basic needs).

the number of people living in poverty in both south 
africa and the eastern cape is declining. of the 21 million 
people living in poverty in south africa, nearly 3.8 million 
people that live in poverty in the eastern cape. this 
means that 40% of south Africa’s population and 55% of 
the province’s population are living in poverty.

There are an estimated 627 755 people living in poverty 
in the district, representing 63% of the district’s local 
population. the number of people living poverty is 
declining, however, although since 2005 it has only 
declined by an annual average of -0.8%.

people in poverty
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DeFiniTion:
number of people living below the poverty line. there is no 
official poverty line defined in south Africa, therefore UnisA’s 
Bmr poverty line has been used. the poverty line for port 
elizabeth is R1 892 per month at 2005 prices and has been used 
as a benchmark for all the districts in the eastern cape. 

DATA soURce: statssa; quantec; Bmr

DATA noTe:
The minimum living levels were projected from calculations of 
previously disadvantaged households living in former segregated 
urban areas in Port elizabeth in 2003/2004. The poverty rate 
is taken as the percentage of people in poverty relative to the 
population of that area.

number of 
people living 

in poverty

% change 
(y/y)

poverty rate 
(%)

Population

2009 646 740 -0.51 65.81 982 714
2010 643 713 -0.47 65.69 979 938
2011 635 843 -1.22 64.93 979 203
2012 631 799 -0.64 64.14 984 998
2013 627 755 -0.64 63.35 990 962
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education

The effects of education (or non-education) are extensive 
throughout society. education links directly to poverty-
reduction efforts. Poverty levels tend to be lower among 
families in which the head of the household has had 
some education than in those where the head of the 
household has no education. education is also directly 
related to improved health and impacts especially on 
premature death rates among children.

However, even with improved education levels, jobs may 
still be hard to find, although education considerably 
enhances the chances of finding employment.

in 2013, the illiteracy rate in the amathole district was 
relatively high with just over 21% of the population being 
functionally illiterate. This has, however, been improving 
and the number of functionally illiterate people has 
dropped since 1995.

the number of people of 15 years or older without any 
schooling is also a matter of concern. Fortunately, this 
number has also been coming down. in 2000 more than 
127 150 people aged 15 years or older had not received 
any schooling; by 2013 this figure had dropped to 74 886.

no scHoolinG: PeRsons AGeD 15+
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illiTeRAcy: PeRsons AGeD 20+
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DeFiniTion:
A literate adult is defined as a person 20 years and older who has 
achieved at least seven years of education (i.e. passed grade 7).

DATA soURce: quantec*

DATA noTe:
Distribution variable is calculated using variable as a percentage 
of the provincial total for the variable in question.

number of 
people with 

no schooling

% change 
(y/y)

number of 
illiterate 

people

% change 
(y/y)

2009 91 347 -4.13 208 713 0.00
2010 87 471 -4.24 208 783 0.03
2011 83 202 -4.88 207 638 -0.55
2012 79 044 -5.00 207 082 -0.27
2013 74 886 -5.26 206 526 -0.27
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household eXpenditure

there has been a steady increase in household expenditure 
over the past decade or so.

most of the household expenditure is used to acquire 
services or non-durable goods, with only a small proportion 
of the district’s spending being used to buy durable or 
semi-durable goods. This is symptomatic of the poverty 
in the area. Household expenditure pattern are as follows: 
durable goods (13%), semi-durable goods (16%), non-
durable goods (34%) and services (37%).

household eXpenditure
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DeFiniTion:
Final consumption expenditure by households. 
 
DATA soURce: quantec*

household expenditure 
(rm, 2005 prices)

% change (y/y)

2009 11 558 0.45
2010 12 222 5.75
2011 13 075 6.98
2012 13 554 3.66
2013 13 930 2.77

distriBution of household eXpenditure (2013)
r, 2005 prices
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disposaBle income

total disposable household income for 2013 in the 
district was estimated at just over R14 453 million, of which 
r13 930 million was used for household expenditure.

remuneration (salaries, wages, business proceeds etc.) 
accounted for approximately two-thirds and unearned 
income accounted for a third of total income. this suggests 
that a third of households in the district are surviving on 
pensions, government grants and remittances.

the percentage of total disposable income that is derived 
from remuneration is declining, as remuneration repre-
sented 67.57% of total disposable income in 1995.

DeFiniTion:
disposable household income looks at the total household 
income for the region less the tax commitments by all the 
members of that household.

DATA soURce: quantec*

DATA noTe:
Distribution variable is calculated using variable as a percentage 
of the provincial total for the variable in question.
 

disposable income 
(r, 2005 prices)

% change (y/y)

2009 11 867 0.47
2010 12 617 6.32
2011 13 537 7.29
2012 14 068 3.92
2013 14 453 2.74
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laBour force
it is well known that south africa and the eastern cape is facing a jobs crisis. there 
are large numbers of unemployed people, large and increasing numbers of discouraged 
workers and a growing non-economically active population. official unemployment 
has remained around the 30% mark for more than 15 years. the eastern cape has the 
highest net out-migration of any province in sA. in the absence of high net out-migration 
the eastern cape’s unemployment rates would be much higher than they currently 
are. Further there is a large and steady inflow of new entrants into the labour market 
from our schools. the jobs crisis is compounded by a skills crisis.

the eastern cape government has developed a Jobs strategy. the purpose of the Jobs 
strategy is to present the provincial government’s understanding of the present 
provincial jobs and skills crises and explain and justify government’s comprehensive 
approach to tackling these crises. The strategy shows how government’s activities are 
being ramped up to align with the new Growth path (nGp) jobs targets. sectors and 
projects with job-creation potential are identified. Quantified and disaggregated job 
creation targets for 2012-15 have been developed. The strategy also identifies and 
defines the priority interventions necessary to achieve these targets and identifies 
key issues, challenges and constraints that must be addressed to optimise job 
creation outcomes.

The strategy has five pillars:

1) Retain existing jobs.
2) stimulate new jobs in priority sectors.
3) Build the social economy.
4) increase the pace of provincial economic infrastructure investments  

in critical areas.
5) radically improve skills development processes.

This section outlines key indicators for the labour market in the region.
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laBour force

the economically active population (eap) includes all 
persons of either sex, and above a certain age, who 
supply labour for productive activities in a specified 
time-reference period. productive activities are either 
market production activities (work done for others and 
usually associated with pay or profit) or non-market 
production activities (work done for the benefit of the 
household, e.g. subsistence farming). the eap therefore 
includes the proportion of the population aged 15 to 64 
years of age that is employed, self-employed or seeking 
employment. in essence, it is the number of people that 
are willing and able to work and can generally be viewed 
as the labour force.

in 2013, the number of economically active people in the 
Amathole district was 241 710 representing 23% of the 
district’s population. The corresponding figures for the 
eastern cape and south Africa are 38% and 30% respectively. 
in 1995, 21% of the population was economically active.

The labour force participation rate (lFPR) has been falling 
in south africa, the eastern cape and the amathole 
district. however, the lfpr for south africa (59%) is 
higher than that of the eastern cape (49%) and that of 
the amathole district (51%).

the international labour organisation keeps statistics 
on the lFPR and the south African figure has been falling 
for many years. When south Africa’s lFPR is compared with 
that of 189 other countries, south africa has one of the 
lowest in the world along with such countries as iraq, the 
occupied Palestinian territories, iran, egypt and Tunisia.

Although the population generally has been growing, the 
labour force has been falling. the lfpr in amathole has 
declined by an annual average rate of -0.98% pa since 
2006. nationally, this figure is -2.8% pa. This decline can 
be attributed to the growing number of the population 
that can be described as “not economically active” and 
out migration of young people.

economically active population (eap)
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DeFiniTion:
economically active population (or labour force) consists of 
employed and unemployed people. The not economically active 
population are people out of the labour market who are not 
available for work and includes students, fulltime scholars, 
fulltime homemakers, retired and those unable or unwilling to 
work. The labour force participation rate (lFPR) is the labour 
force divided by the population of working age (15 to 64 years). 

DATA soURce: quantec*

DATA noTe:
Distribution variable is calculated using variable as a percentage 
of the provincial total for the variable in question.

    
 

eap % change 
(y/y)

eap as % 
of eastern 

cape (%)

lfpr (%)

2009 276 661 -1.34 11.60 52.53
2010 269 158 -2.71 11.45 50.30
2011 272 033 1.07 11.34 50.25
2012 281 774 3.58 11.71 50.62
2013 296 132 5.10 12.26 51.70
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unemployment

employment is a function of economic activity. as the 
economy grows so does the number of people employed. 
in recent times, however, employment growth has not 
been commensurate with economic growth rates. this is 
because some sectors are able to create more employment 
opportunities with a given economic growth rate.

creating jobs for unskilled labour is especially difficult, 
hindering efforts to disperse the benefits of economic 
growth more evenly.

however, the number of total unemployed decreased from 
143 199 in 2005 to 136 589 in 2010. the unemployment 
rate has dropped from 29% to 26.4% over the same period.

numBer of unemployed
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DeFiniTion:
the unemployed are those people within the economically 
active population who: 1) did not work during the seven days 
prior to the interview 2) want to work and are available to start 
work within two weeks of the interview 3) have taken steps to 
look for work or to start some form of self-employment in the 
four weeks prior to the interview. The expanded definition of 
unemployment excludes criterion (3). the unemployment rate is 
the total number of unemployed persons as a percentage of the  
economically active population (or labour force).

DATA soURce: quantec*

DATA noTe:
Distribution variable is calculated using variable as a percentage 
of the provincial total for the variable in question.

unemployment % change (y/y) unemployment 
rate (%)

2009 123 080 1.27 24.66
2010 123 002 -0.06 25.59
2011 122 440 -0.46 25.14
2012 128 001 4.54 25.71
2013 136 589 6.71 26.38
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unemployment rate

population unemployment rate
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employment

the percentage of employed people with formal jobs is 
declining slowly as more people find only informal work. 
in south africa this has fallen from 80% in 1995 to 70% 
in 2013. the same trend is evident in the eastern cape 
where 78% formal employment was recorded in 1995 
and only 65% in 2013. in the amathole district informal 
employment contributes 36% of all jobs. the formal 
sector in amathole has fallen from 80.11% in 1995 to 
64% in 2013. This represents a marginal negative rate of 
-1.26%, in contrast to the informal sector which improved 
from 19.89% in 1995 to 36% in 2013.

formal and informal employment
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DeFiniTion:
the employed include all people that are employed either 
by the formal or the informal sector or those that are self 
employed. The informal economy has no formal definition and is 
sometimes called the unrecorded economy, shadow economy or 
hidden economy. Businesses in this sector are generally so small 
that they cannot or do not want to pay taxes or are engaged in 
illegal activities. employers in the formal sector are businesses 
that generally comply with all tax and other regulations and are 
typically larger than those in the informal sector. 
  
DATA soURce: quantec*

DATA noTe:
Distribution variable is calculated using variable as a percentage 
of the provincialtotal for the variable in question.

formal 
employment 
as % of total 

employment 
(%)

informal 
employment 
as % of total 

employment 
(%)

total 
employment 

employment
rate (%) 

2009 65.71 34.29 153 581 75.34
2010 67.39 32.61 146 156 74.41
2011 67.24 32.76 149 593 74.86
2012 66.17 33.83 153 773 74.29
2013 64.00 36.00 159 543 73.62
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crime 
high levels of crime is a concern to all south africans. south africa has extraordinarily 
high rate of murders, assault, rape and other crimes compared to many other countries. 
The most commonly reported crimes in the eastern cape are robbery, theft and property 
related crimes, followed by assault and sexual crimes. commercial crimes are also of 
concern and drug related crimes are on the increase.

crime statistics indicate high levels of violent crime in the province which are often 
illustrated through harrowing stories of gang rape, brutal attacks on children or elderly 
women. these attacks are not isolated events of individual victimisation but are rather 
a socio-structural problem embedded in social relations.

The centre for study of Violence and Reconciliation (csVR) in its reports on a project 
to study the violent nature of crime in south africa, sets out factors that drive the 
high rates of violence. These include historical brutalisation and a culture of violence 
during the colonial and apartheid period, particularly extraordinary levels of urban 
violence. Further, humiliating police harassment, a violent prison system and state 
sponsorship of township violence undermined the rule of law. These conditions, 
unique to south africa, nurtured a culture of violence that has reproduced itself in the  
post-apartheid period (csvr, 2010). 

the psychological legacy of colonial racial oppression and institutionalised racial 
domination in the form of internalised feelings of low self-worth, is also likely to be a 
contributing factor to the problem of violent crime in south Africa. other structural 
economic factors closely linked to violence are high levels of poverty, structural 
unemployment, and social and political exclusion and marginalisation as set out in 
the foregoing sections. These factors are shaped by the legacy of apartheid as well as 
by the global economic context and domestic economic policies in the post-apartheid 
period. this is further entrenched by easy availability of firearms and a culture of 
impunity in some townships (csvr, 2020).  

the crime prevention strategy for the eastern cape focuses on strengthening 
communities against crime, preventing violence, preventing corruption and strengthening 
the criminal justice system. 

The eastern cape Department of safety and liaison reports that crimes of particular 
concern for the eastern cape are:

• crimes involving fire-arms which have significantly increased the level of violence 
associated with crime;

• organised crime, including the organised smuggling of narcotics and human 
trafficking;

• Gender Based Violence and crimes against women and children;
• Violence associated with inter-group conflict, such as political conflicts, taxi 

violence and land disputes;
• Vehicle theft and hijacking; and
• corruption within the criminal justice system.
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murder and seXual crimes

crime in the amathole district has generally been on a 
downward trend since 2004. the unweighted decline 
has been -1% pa since 2004. By contrast, the decline for 
south africa as a whole was an average of -0.5% pa and 
-0.38% pa for the eastern cape.

murder

in 2013 there were 740 murders in the amathole district 
compared with 739 the year before. there has been a 
slight increase of murders by 1,6% annually since 2004. 
the national average has declined by -2.1% pa since 
2004, and the provincial average (-0.3%).

Attempted murder declined by -12% pa since 2004. this 
is below the provincial average (which declined by -7%).

nevertheless, the murder rate in the amathole district 
remains high at 74 murders per 100 000 people. the rate 
in 2013 for south africa was 34 murders per 100 000 and 
68 murders per 100 000 in the eastern cape.

seXual crimes

sexual crimes have been increasing at an average of 2.2% 
pa since 2004. in 2013, 3 742 incidents were reported. 
nationally, sexual crimes have been decreasing moderately 
(-0.2% pa since 2004), but increasing in the eastern cape 
(1.5% pa since 2004).

in 2013, the amathole district had 378 sexual crimes per 
100 000 people. this is higher than the rate for south 
africa (120 sexual crimes per 100 000 people) and the 
eastern cape (193 sexual crimes per 100 000 people).
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DeFiniTion:
murder is a social contact crime resulting in the loss of life of the 
victim, but excludes cases where the loss of life occurred as a 
result of a response to a crime, i.e. self defence.

the concept of sexual crimes includes rape (updated to the new 
definition of rape to provide for the inclusion of male rape), sex 
work, pornography, public indecency and human trafficking.

DATA soURce: quantec, saps

DATA noTe:
The police station areas have been generalised around point 
objects.  

number of cases 
of murder

% change (y/y) number of cases 
of sexual crime

2009 684 -5.56 3 230
2010 657 -3.97 3 376
2011 648 -1.49 3 594
2012 739 14.05 3 538
2013 740 0.18 14.05
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roBBery

common roBBery 
although there were 725 common robberies reported in 
2013, there has been a substantial reduction since 2004 
when 1 589 common robberies were reported. the 
average rate of decline has been -8% pa since 2004 
compared with a decline of -6% pa for south africa and 
-8% pa for the eastern cape.

the common robbery rate in amathole (73 common 
robberies per 100 000) is lower than that of south africa 
(106 common robberies per 100 000) and the eastern 
cape (92 common robberies per 100 000).
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DeFiniTion:
in a common robbery incident, offenders usually do not have a 
firearm. in order to execute the robbery, they use swift action 
and the element of surprise to ensure that they manage to take 
the victim’s possessions.

DATA soURce: quantec, saps

DATA noTe:
The police station areas have been generalised around point 
objects.

number 
of cases 

common 
robbery

% change 
(y/y)

number 
of cases of 
aggravated 

robbery

% change 
(y/y)

2009 746 -31.4 1 083 10.7
2010 827 10.9 1 161 7.2
2011 868 4.9 1 257 8.3
2012 794 -8.5 1 522 21.1
2013 725 -8.7 1 465 -3.7
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drivinG under the influence of alcohol 
AnD DRUG-RelATeD cRime

drivinG under the influence of alcohol
 
the number of cases of driving under the influence of 
alcohol or drugs has increased substantially over the 
past few years. only 296 incidents were dealt with 
in 2004 compared with 896 in 2013. this represents 
an increase of 13% pa since 2004. this is higher than 
the increases over the same period for both national 
(12% pa) and provincial (7% pa) contraventions.

the rate of offences per 100 000 people for driving 
under the influence of alcohol is lower in amathole 
at 91 per 100 000 of the population, compared with 
143 and 153 per 100 000 people in south africa and 
the eastern cape respectively.

druG-related crime

drug-related crimes have increased in the amathole 
area by an average of 9.0% pa since 2004. this is in 
comparison to an increase of 13.9% pa since 2004 
for the whole of south africa and 5.78% pa for the 
eastern cape.

the rate of offences per 100 000 people for drug- 
related crime is relatively high in the eastern cape 
(254 per 100 000 people) but low in the amathole 
district area (181 per 100 000 people). the national 
rate is 407 per 100 000 people.
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DeFiniTion:
Driving under the influence of alcohol refers to the situation 
where the driver of a vehicle is found to be over the legal blood-
alcohol limit. This is a crime detected through police activity 
rather than reports by members of the public.

Drug-related crime refers to the situation where the perpetrator 
is found to be in possession of, under the influence of, or selling 
illegal drugs. This is a crime detected through police activity 
rather than reports by members of the public. an increase in 
crimes of this nature may therefore reflect an increase in police 
activity and visibility.

DATA soURce: quantec, saps

DATA noTe:
the police station areas have been generalised around point 
objects.

number 
of cases 
of drunk 

driving

% change 
(y/y)

number 
of cases of 

drug-related 
crime

% change 
(y/y)

2009 714 70.4 1 181 11.3
2010 1 320 84.9 1 256 6.4
2011 743 -43.7 1 460 16.2
2012 915 23.1 1 911 30.9
2013 897 -1.9 1 796 -6.0
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services and infrastructure 
ensuring availability of clean water, adequate sanitation, light and heat and decent 
housing, are critical in overcoming poverty. in the context of persistent inequalities 
and social divisions, delays in obtaining services, lower levels of service and relatively 
high levels of disconnection in poor communities perpetuate undignified living conditions. 
Basic services form an important part of a constitutionally guaranteed social safety net 
in south africa. and while there has been significant progress in providing access to 
electricity since 2000, there are still other significant backlogs, particularly in the areas 
of sanitation, refuse removal and piped water. 

There are also great variations across the province. large numbers of people have no 
(or intermittent) access and current funding formulas are inadequate to address the 
historical backlog. the poor quality of low cost housing is often exacerbated by 
municipal failure in delivery of electricity, water and sanitation. 

spatial patterns still manifest themselves in the inherited structure of the colonial, 
apartheid and Bantustan economies. The greatest spatial contrasts are between the 
former homeland areas and those of the former south africa; between rural and urban 
areas; and between townships and suburbs. these have largely been exacerbated by 
spatial and human settlement policy since 1994.

Factors that undercut the impact on poverty of basic-service programmes include:

• service delivery is driven by agencies organised on sectoral lines and 
co-ordination is difficult. moreover, municipalities with a particularly large 
number of poor households typically have lower incomes, making it more 
difficult to manage assets, operations and maintenance.

• Rural-urban migration and the rapid growth in the number of households continues 
to increase the demand for services, particularly around the urban areas.

• The failure to overcome apartheid settlement patterns, with townships largely 
distant from economic centres and spread out, raises the cost of infrastructure 
and transport and generally adds to residents’ cost of living and the difficulty of 
finding employment.
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water

piped water is accessed by 39% of south african house-
holds and a further 26% have piped water inside their 
yard. a further 25% have piped water on community 
stands - less than half of these are more than 200m 
from their dwellings. 9% of households rely on a natural 
water supply (boreholes, rainwater tanks, dams, rivers, 
streams, or springs).

the eastern cape lags behind the south african average 
with 24% enjoying piped water and 17% having piped 
water inside their yard. almost a quarter rely on dams, 
rivers, streams, or springs. only 7 430 rely on a water-carrier, 
tanker or water vendor for their water requirements. 
since 1995, when over 1.8 million south african house-
holds had piped water into their yards, a further annual 
growth rate of 3,6% of additional households has been 
added. in 2013 just over 3.5 million households had piped 
water. the number of households in amathole with 
access to piped water inside the dwelling increased by 
the annual average growth rate of 1.1% since 2005.

DeFiniTion:
the relevant basic service levels (rdp service levels) are 
defined as a minimum quantity of 25 litres of potable water 
per person per day within 200 meters of a household not 
interrupted for more than seven days in any year and a 
minimum flow of 10 litres per year for communal water points. 
This is a substantially higher standard than the basic services 
defined by mDGs as 20 litres of potable water per person per 
day within 1 000 metres of a household.

DATA soURce: quantec* 

number of 
households

Proportion of 
houses with piped 

water inside 
dwelling (%)

% change (y/y)

2009 266 379 8.55 3.58
2010 269 635 8.88 3.77
2011 273 671 9.01 1.50
2012 275 345 9.14 1.50
2013 277 059 9.28 1.50
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sanitation

sanitation service levels reflect those of water, as flush 
toilets tend to be more closely aligned to the establishment 
of formal houses. therefore buckets are usually provided 
to informal settlements as an interim measure until the 
establishment of a formal human settlement.

in 2013, south Africa had 58% flush or chemical toilets, 
26% pit latrines and 3% buckets. the eastern cape had 
only 39% flush or chemical toilets, 27% pit latrines and 
4% buckets. in that same year, Amathole had 18% flush 
or chemical toilets, 39% pit latrines and 3% bucket latrines.

DeFiniTion:
A basic acceptable sanitation facility is defined as a ventilated 
improved pit latrine. millennium Development Goal (Target 10): 
Halve by 2015 the proportion of people without sustainable 
access to improved sanitation.

DATA soURce: quantec*

number of 
households

Proportion of 
households with a 

flush or chemical 
toilet (%)

% change (y/y)

2009 266 379 17.39 1.86
2010 269 635 17.70 1.81
2011 273 671 18.01 1.75
2012 275 345 18.31 1.69
2013 277 059 18.62 1.65
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refuse

there has been an improvement in south africa in refuse 
services. However, 7% of households still do not have access 
to rubbish disposal services, although the proportion of 
households that dispose of their own refuse is declining. 
there has also been an improvement in refuse services in 
the eastern cape. However, there are still 13% of house-
holds that do not have access to rubbish disposal services, 
although the proportion of households that dispose of 
their own refuse is also declining.

in amathole, the proportion of households without 
rubbish disposal has decreased from 32% in 1995 to 
15% in 2013. in 2013, amathole had 14% of households 
that do not have an access to rubbish disposal and 69% 
of households that dispose their own refusal. however, 
there are only 13% of households have their rubbish 
removed weekly by local authorities.

DeFiniTion:
the availability of refuse removal services to the household, 
categorised according the nature and timing of the refuse 
removal service.

DATA soURce: quantec*

DATA noTe:
*Please consult the attached metadata documents 

number of 
households

Proportion of 
houses with no 
form of refuse 

removal (%)

% change (y/y)

2009 266 379 15.51 -3.52
2010 269 635 15.08 -2.79
2011 269 635 14.77 -2.04
2012 275 345 14.55 -1.51
2013 277 059 14.36 -1.30
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liGhtinG

everyone needs energy for lighting, cooking their food and 
for warmth during cold spells. electricity is an important 
source of energy in that it is safe and the easiest source 
to use. Although there are efforts to provide electricity 
universally, there are still shortfalls. nevertheless it is 
encouraging to see the increase in the proportion of 
households that use electricity.

electricity usage for south africa increased from about 
60% in 1995 to over 80% in 2013. however, electricity 
usage in the eastern cape is not as high as for south 
africa as a whole. electricity usage for the eastern cape 
increased from about 35% in 1995 to over 68% in 2013. 
nevertheless, many households are still reliant on paraffin 
and even candles.

in Amathole the proportion of households with access to 
electricity is slightly higher than the average for the 
eastern cape, increasing from just under a quarter in 1995 
to 67% in 2013. moreover, the number of households that 
rely on paraffin has more than halved from 63% to 26%.

DeFiniTion:
The source of lighting in a household, categorised by type. The 
lighting ratio refers to the number of households which derive 
lighting from electricity.

DATA soURce: quantec* 

number of 
households

Proportion 
of electrified 

households (%)

% change (y/y)

2009 266 379 64.64 3.57
2010 269 635 66.89 3.48
2011 273 671 67.89 1.50
2012 275 345 68.90 1.50
2013 277 059 69.93 1.50

enerGy for liGhtinG

liGhtinG ratio    

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Pr
op

or
tio

n 
of

 h
ou

se
ho

ld
s n

ot
 u

sin
g 

el
ec

tr
ici

ty
 a

s a
 so

ur
ce

 
of

 lig
hti

ng
 (%

)

80.00

70.00

60.00

50.00

40.00

30.00

20.00

10.00

-

enerGy for liGhtinG By cateGory (2013)
percentage of total (%)

0.00 10.00 20.00 30.00 40.00 50.00 60.00 70.00 80.00 90.00

candles

Paraffin

Gas

electricity

solar/other/unspecified



2014  |  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  p r o f i l e  r e p o r t  |  55 

access to housinG

dwellinG ratio
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housinG

despite the delivery of 2.5 million houses in south africa 
since 1995, higher rates of housing delivery are still 
needed. in 2013 informal structures (either a house/
flat/room in a backyard or informal dwelling/shacks) 
in amathole accounted for 5.7% of total dwellings. By 
contrast, in 1995 informal structures made up 5.6% of 
housing units.

on average 39% of housing units are formal houses or 
brick structures on separate yards or stands. this compares 
with south africa (58%) and the eastern cape (46%). the 
number of brick structures has increased by 2.5% pa 
since 2005 compared with south africa at 1.4% and the 
eastern cape at 1.7%.

traditional dwellings make up 48% the total housing 
units. The number of traditional units has been decreasing 
by -5.5% pa since 2005. on average, 3% of Amathole’s 
housing units are flats in blocks of flats. This compares 
to 5% of the province’s housing units and 5% of south 
Africa’s housing units. There has also been a steady relative 
decline of flats in blocks of flats.

DeFiniTion:
the total number of dwellings of any kind, categorised by type 
of dwelling. The population to dwelling ratio gives an indication 
of the number of people per dwelling, which represents a 
measure of the burden on housing services. 

The dwelling ratio gives an indication of the households that 
live in informal dwellings or shacks in an informal settlement or 
backyard.

DATA soURce: quantec*

number of 
households

Proportion of 
dwelling which 
are classified as 

informal (%)

% change (y/y)

2009 266 379 5.71 0.24
2010 269 635 5.73 0.43
2011 273 671 5.82 1.50
2012 275 345 5.90 1.50
2013 277 059 5.99 1.50

access to housinG By cateGory (2013)
percentage of total (%)
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telephone

modern communication technology plays a critical role 
in both the economic and social lives of a region’s citizens. 
a well-established telecommunications network can 
improve both the competitiveness and the efficiency of 
local business while also encouraging the development 
of new business ventures. Telecommunications also improve 
the ability of people to find employment.

in 2013 there was one phone (either a private telephone 
or one nearby) per 3.46 people in amathole. the number 
of telephones in the area has increased from 17 328 in 
1995 to 133 917 in 2013. however, mobile phones are 
more common as many people did not have access to 
fixed landlines.

DeFiniTion:
the number of households with access to a telephone, 
categorised by the relative location of the telephone. The 
population to telephone ratio gives an indication of the number 
of people per telephone, which represents a measure of the 
burden on telephone services.

The phone ratio refers to the proportion of households with a 
phone inside the dwelling and/or cellular phone.

DATA soURce: quantec*

number of 
households

Proportion of 
households with 

a phone in the 
dwelling and/or 

cellular phone

% change (y/y)

2009 266 379 43.50 8.37
2010 269 635 46.89 7.80
2011 273 671 47.59 1.50
2012 275 345 48.31 1.50
2013 277 059 49.03 1.50
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health 
The south African constitution and the Bill of Rights uphold the right to health as 
a fundamental human right. one of the fundamental principles informing the new 
system of healthcare for the province is the aim of providing universal healthcare 
services. for 88 percent of people in the province, their source of health services 
is almost exclusively the public health system. access to good quality healthcare 
services, equity in health services, and affordability of healthcare services are the 
goals of the pdp. 

The province suffers from a quadruple burden of disease: HiV and AiDs and 
tuberculosis; maternal and child mortality; non-communicable diseases; and injury 
and violence. Health system challenges pertain to leadership, poor financial resourcing 
and management and dilapidated infrastructure and loss of a caring ethos. 

The provincial development plan suggests a shift from curative to a preventative primary 
healthcare focus with a well-developed district health system. the central challenges 
of the provincial health system are the poorly functioning primary healthcare system 
and the district health system within a generally hospi-centric health system. 

to achieve this, the health system requires increased resources, infrastructure 
upgrades, a greater fiscal allocation, workforce skills, and investment in technology, 
health facilities, and equipment.
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hiv/aids

south africa faces one of the highest hiv prevalence 
rates in the world and is home to the world’s largest 
population of people living with HiV. in 2013 there were 
an estimated 5.9 million people in south Africa infected 
by AiDs, which represented over 11% of the population. 
The proportion of infected people is lower in the eastern 
cape as a whole (10.3% of the population) and marginally 
higher in the Amathole district (11.9% of the population). 
in 2013, the eastern cape accounted for 11.9% of 
hiv-positive people in south africa, while the district 
accounted for 1.61%.

in south africa the number of hiv-positive people has 
risen, but at a declining rate. The number of new infections 
peaked in 1999 with 565 758 people. from 1995 to 2005 
the rate of increase in the number of new infections 
was 1.2% pa, but this declined to -0.5% pa from 2005 
to 2010. new infections in the eastern cape increased 
by 2.9% pa from 1995 to 2005; but this rate dropped to 
0.5% from 2005 to 2010. The number of new infections 
in the eastern cape peaked in 2002 with 77 000 people. 
in the Amathole district the corresponding figures are 
1.3% for the 1995 to 2005 period and 0.8% from 2005 
to 2010. The table below shows the estimated number 
of new infections

The HiV/AiDs pandemic has a negative economic impact 
on society, especially on patients and their families through 
spending on diagnosis and treatment, transport to get to 
healthcare facilities, and the time lost from work. House-
holds tend to incur much higher direct costs for treatment 
of hiv/aids than for any other disease.

the pervasiveness of this disease has resulted in lower 
life expectancy and a generally a lower standard of living 
(see hdi).

DeFiniTion:
The estimated number of people who have been infected with 
the Human immunodeficiency Virus (HiV) that causes Acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome (AiDs) or the number of people 
who have died from aids-related deaths.

DATA soURce: quantec*

number of 
new cases of 

hiv/aids

% change 
(y/y)

number of 
aids-related 

deaths

Ratio of 
aids-related 

deaths to 
total deaths

2009 86 713 1.52 7 617 43.57
2010 88 412 1.96 7 871 44.47
2011 91 335 3.31 8 096 53.06
2012 92 768 1.57 8 225 56.10
2013 95 838 3.31 8 518 59.13
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TUBeRcUlosis (TB)

the country is also struggling with tuberculosis (tB).
south Africa is ranked fifth by the WHo on the list of 22 
countries in the world with a high-burden of tB, with 
the prevalence of tB now being closely associated with 
hiv. the situation with tB has been aggravated by the 
emergence of new drug-resistant strains.

in 2013 there were just over 440 000 people suffering 
with tB in south africa. 16% or just over 69 000 live in 
the eastern cape and 6 860 live in the amathole district. 
The infection rate is growing by 4.3% pa in south Africa 
and is higher in the eastern cape (4.5% pa) and is 
considerably lower in the amathole district, decreasing 
by 10.7% pa.

DeFiniTion:
The estimated number of people who have been infected with 
tuberculosis bacterium.

DATA soURce: hst

number of new cases of 
tuberculosis (all tB)

% change (y/y)

2009 7 680 -7.80
2010 6 857 -10.72
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south africa 2003 2008 2013 “ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(5-yeAR)”

“ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(10-yeAR)”

trend*

economic Growth and transformation
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) rm, 2005 1 427 322 1 814 603 1 993 433 1.90 p 3.40 p 
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) 
per capita

r, 2005  226 263  287 656  316 004 1.90 p 3.40 p 

Gross value added (Gva) rm, 2005 1 273 129 1 619 801 1 777 954 1.88 p 3.40 p 
Gross operating surplus (Gos) rm, 2005  600 306  801 996  881 492 1.91 p 3.92 p 
total output rm, 2005 2 946 289 3 790 162 4 160 336 1.88 p 3.51 p 
intermediate consumption rm, 2005 1 673 160 2 170 360 2 382 382 1.88 p 3.60 p 
tress index for 10 industries index  40.00  42.40  43.20 0.37 p 0.77 p 
tress index for 23 industries index  65.70  65.50  66.90 0.42 p 0.18 p 
demoGraphics
Population number 45 997 195  48 909 060  51 836 958 1.17 p 1.20 p 
number of households number  12 077 903  12 853 944  13 552 821 1.06 p 1.16 p 
poverty and income
human development index (hdi) index  0.56  0.56  0.55 -0.16 q -0.18 q 
Gini coefficient coefficient  0.67  0.66 0.65 -0.25 q -0.23 q 
number of people in poverty number  23 972 713  22 554 986  20 986 593 -1.43 q -1.32 q 
poverty rate %  52.12  46.12  40.49 -2.57 q -2.49 q 
no schooling: Persons Aged 15+ years number 3 921 340 3 366 419 2 848 054 -3.29 q -3.15 q 
illiteracy: Persons Aged 20+ years number 7 723 078 7 699 071 7 682 173 -0.04 q -0.05 q 
Population Density persons per 

km²
 37.82  40.05  42.45 1.17 p 1.16 p 

total household disposable income rm, 2004  884 196 1 143 667 1 324 696 2.98 p 4.13 p 
total household expenditure rm, 2005  878 682 1 157 715 1 325 105 2.74 p 4.19 p 
laBour market
economically Active Population (eAP) number  17 332 357  18 827 058  19 750 374 0.96 p 1.31 p 
labour Force Participation Rate rate (%)  61.18  61.46  59.26 -0.73 q -0.32 q 
number of unemployed number 5 114 796 4 246 163 4 886 047 2.85 p -0.46 q 
rate of unemployment rate (%)  29.51  22.55  24.74 1.87 p -1.75 q 
number of formally employed number  10 049 041  10 588 303  10 443 596 -0.27 q 0.39 p 
number of informally employed number 2 168 520 3 992 592 4 420 731 2.06 p 7.38 p 
total number of employed number  12 217 561  14 580 895  14 864 327 0.39 p 1.98 p 
employment rate rate (%)  70.49  77.45  75.26 -0.57 q 0.66 p 
crime *
number of cases of murder number  -    19 997  17 597 -2.52 q - ¬ 
number of cases of sexual crimes number  -    70 212  -   -100.00 q - ¬ 
number of cases of common robbery number  -    67 840  55 086 -4.08 q - ¬ 
number of cases of drug-related crimes number  -    112 007  211 194 13.52 p - ¬ 
number of cases of driving under the 
influence of Alcohol

number  -    50 661  73 967 7.86 p - ¬ 

infrastructure and services
Proportion of Houses With Piped Water 
inside dwelling

Ratio (%)  34.13  37.29  38.55 0.67 p 1.23 p 

Proportion of Households With a Flush or 
chemical toilet

Ratio (%)  55.63  57.40  57.70 0.10 p 0.37 p 

Proportion of Houses With no Form of 
refuse removal

Ratio (%)  8.01  7.39  7.27 -0.32 q -0.96 q 

Proportion of electrified Households Ratio (%)  73.11  78.93  80.83 0.48 p 1.01 p 
Proportion of Dwellings Which are 
classified as informal

Ratio (%)  14.98  14.28  14.02 -0.37 q -0.66 q 

Proportion of Households With a Phone in 
the dwelling and/or cellular phone

Ratio (%)  45.63  54.25  57.56 1.19 p 2.35 p 

health
number of new cases of hiv number 4 461 275 5 363 188 5 943 590 2.08 p 2.91 p 
number of aids related deaths number  336 469  403 858  464 570 2.84 p 3.28 p 
AiDs Related Deaths as a Proportion of All 
deaths

rate (%)  45.78  51.60  70.23 6.36 p 4.37 p 

number of new cases of tuberculosis  
(all tB) *

number  -    388 782  -   -100.00 q - ¬ 

* Notes:
1. Crime data only available from 2004 onwards. Crime trend graphs from 2004 onwards.
2. Trend graphs show trend for the last 10 years.
3. TB data only available from 2007 onwards. Trend graph from TB from 2007 onwards.
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eastern cape 2003 2008 2013 “ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(5-yeAR)”

“ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(10-yeAR)”

trend*

economic Growth and transformation
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) rm, 2005  113 449  141 911  155 705 1.87 p 3.22 p 
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) 
per capita

r, 2005  17 984  22 496  24 683 1.87 p 3.22 p 

Gross value added (Gva) rm, 2005  101 193  126 677  138 874 1.86 p 3.22 p 
Gross operating surplus (Gos) rm, 2005  42 845  57 277  63 419 2.06 p 4.00 p 
total output rm, 2005  241 895  301 294  330 347 1.86 p 3.17 p 
intermediate consumption rm, 2005  140 701  174 618  191 473 1.86 p 3.13 p 
tress index for 10 industries index  49.50  50.30  51.20 0.36 p 0.34 p 
tress index for 23 industries index  71.40  71.20  73.00 0.50 p 0.22 p 
demoGraphics
Population number 6 562 581 6 739 564 6 901 350 0.48 p 0.50 p 
number of households number 1 596 460 1 695 510 1 769 347 0.86 p 1.03 p 
poverty and income
human development index (hdi) index  0.53  0.52  0.50 -0.62 q -0.56 q 
Gini coefficient coefficient  0.62  0.64 0.66 0.54 p 0.51 p 
number of people in poverty number 4 041 486 3 925 773 3 780 924 -0.75 q -0.66 q 
poverty rate %  61.58  58.25  54.79 -1.22 q -1.16 q 
no schooling: Persons Aged 15+ years number  641 428  529 154  420 755 -4.48 q -4.13 q 
illiteracy: Persons Aged 20+ years number 1 236 998 1 216 690 1 204 813 -0.20 q -0.26 q 
Population Density persons per 

km²
 38.55  39.65  40.82 0.58 p 0.57 p 

total household disposable income rm. 2004  80 586  110 687  136 904 4.34 p 5.44 p 
total household expenditure rm. 2005  79 567  110 202  133 235 3.87 p 5.29 p 
laBour market
economically Active Population (eAP) number 1 914 421 2 002 846 2 074 996 0.71 p 0.81 p 
labour Force Participation Rate rate (%)  51.43  51.11  48.96 -0.85 q -0.49 q 
number of unemployed number  586 668  504 818  584 742 2.98 p -0.03 q 
rate of unemployment rate (%)  30.64  25.21  28.18 2.26 p -0.83 q 
number of formally employed number 1 055 096  997 874  973 256 -0.50 q -0.80 q 
number of informally employed number  272 657  500 154  516 998 0.66 p 6.61 p 
total number of employed number 1 327 753 1 498 028 1 490 254 -0.10 q 1.16 p 
employment rate rate (%)  69.36  74.79  71.82 -0.81 q 0.35 p 
crime *
number of cases of murder number  -    5 011  4 697 -1.29 q - ¬ 
number of cases of sexual crimes number  -    11 398  -   -100.00 q - ¬ 
number of cases of common robbery number  -    9 926  6 317 -8.64 q - ¬ 
number of cases of drug-related crimes number  -    10 903  17 510 9.94 p - ¬ 
number of cases of driving under the 
influence of Alcohol

number  -    8 327  10 580 4.91 p - ¬ 

infrastructure and services
Proportion of Houses With Piped Water 
inside dwelling

Ratio (%)  19.76  22.38  23.68 1.13 p 1.82 p 

Proportion of Households With a Flush or 
chemical toilet

Ratio (%)  36.69  38.28  38.75 0.24 p 0.55 p 

Proportion of Houses With no Form of 
refuse removal

Ratio (%)  15.62  13.86  13.31 -0.81 q -1.59 q 

Proportion of electrified Households Ratio (%)  54.28  64.44  68.59 1.25 p 2.37 p 
Proportion of Dwellings Which are 
classified as informal

Ratio (%)  10.40  9.20  8.79 -0.91 q -1.67 q 

Proportion of Households With a Phone in 
the dwelling and/or cellular phone

Ratio (%)  33.28  44.73  49.91 2.21 p 4.14 p 

health
number of new cases of hiv number  492 827  622 657  708 036 2.60 p 3.69 p 
number of aids related deaths number  36 019  48 412  57 207 3.39 p 4.73 p 
AiDs Related Deaths as a Proportion of All 
deaths

rate (%)  33.18  41.70  57.26 6.55 p 5.61 p 

number of new cases of tuberculosis  
(all tB) *

number  -    63 533  -   -100.00 q - ¬ 

* Notes:
1. Crime data only available from 2004 onwards. Crime trend graphs from 2004 onwards.
2. Trend graphs show trend for the last 10 years.
3. TB data only available from 2007 onwards. Trend graph from TB from 2007 onwards.



68  |  2014  |  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  p r o f i l e  r e p o r t

amathole 2003 2008 2013 “ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(5-yeAR)”

“ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(10-yeAR)”

trend*

economic Growth and transformation
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) rm, 2005  8 546  12 014  14 066 3.20 p 5.11 p 
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) 
per capita

r, 2005  1 355  1 904  2 230 3.20 p 5.11 p 

Gross value added (Gva) rm, 2005  7 623  10 724  12 545 3.19 p 5.11 p 
Gross operating surplus (Gos) rm, 2005  2 907  4 453  5 317 3.61 p 6.22 p 
total output rm, 2005  15 495  22 776  27 330 3.71 p 5.84 p 
intermediate consumption rm, 2005  7 873  12 053  14 785 4.17 p 6.50 p 
tress index for 10 industries index  52.30  51.90  53.90 0.76 p 0.30 p 
tress index for 23 industries index  72.20  73.50  75.80 0.62 p 0.49 p 
demoGraphics
Population number  994 497  986 672  990 962 0.09 p -0.04 q 
number of households number  245 919  263 569  277 059 1.00 p 1.20 p 
poverty and income
human development index (hdi) index  0.54  0.53  0.52 -0.46 q -0.39 q 
Gini coefficient coefficient  0.54  0.47 0.40 -3.46 q -3.01 q 
number of people in poverty number  675 494  650 055  627 755 -0.70 q -0.73 q 
poverty rate %  67.92  65.88  63.35 -0.78 q -0.69 q 
no schooling: Persons Aged 15+ years number  117 149  95 286  74 886 -4.70 q -4.38 q 
illiteracy: Persons Aged 20+ years number  214 023  208 704  206 526 -0.21 q -0.36 q 
Population Density persons per 

km²
 46.86  46.25  47.03 0.34 p 0.04 p 

total household disposable income rm, 2004  8 115  11 811  14 453 4.12 p 5.94 p 
total household expenditure rm, 2005  7 928  11 506  13 930 3.90 p 5.80 p 
laBour market
economically Active Population (eAP) number  220 996  233 856  241 710 0.66 p 0.90 p 
labour Force Participation Rate rate (%)  -    -    -   - ¬ - ¬ 
number of unemployed number  89 638  74 990  82 167 1.84 p -0.87 q 
rate of unemployment rate (%)  32.95  23.72  26.38 2.15 p -2.20 q 
number of formally employed number  105 252  104 574  102 109 -0.48 q -0.30 q 
number of informally employed number  26 106  54 292  57 434 1.13 p 8.20 p 
total number of employed number  131 358  158 866  159 543 0.09 p 1.96 p 
employment rate rate (%)  67.05  76.28  73.62 -0.71 q 0.94 p 
crime *
number of cases of murder number  -    725  740 0.41 p - ¬ 
number of cases of sexual crimes number  -    2 445  -   -100.00 q - ¬ 
number of cases of common robbery number  -    1 088  725 -7.79 q - ¬ 
number of cases of drug-related crimes number  -    1 061  1 796 11.10 p - ¬ 
number of cases of driving under the 
influence of Alcohol

number  -    419  897 16.45 p - ¬ 

infrastructure and services
Proportion of Houses With Piped Water 
inside dwelling

Ratio (%)  7.01  8.26  8.88 1.45 p 2.39 p 

Proportion of Households With a Flush or 
chemical toilet

Ratio (%)  15.40  17.00  17.77 0.89 p 1.44 p 

Proportion of Houses With no Form of 
refuse removal

Ratio (%)  20.54  15.99  14.40 -2.07 q -3.49 q 

Proportion of electrified Households Ratio (%)  51.82  62.41  66.89 1.40 p 2.59 p 
Proportion of Dwellings Which are 
classified as informal

Ratio (%)  5.81  5.69  5.73 0.13 p -0.13 q 

Proportion of Households With a Phone in 
the dwelling and/or cellular phone

Ratio (%)  25.55  40.14  46.89 3.16 p 6.26 p 

health
number of new cases of hiv number  -    -    -   - ¬ - ¬ 
number of aids related deaths number  5 606  7 330  8 518 3.05 p 4.27 p 
AiDs Related Deaths as a Proportion of All 
deaths

rate (%)  33.49  42.42  59.13 6.87 p 5.85 p 

number of new cases of tuberculosis  
(all tB) *

number  -    8 330  -   -100.00 q - ¬ 

* Notes:
1. Crime data only available from 2004 onwards. Crime trend graphs from 2004 onwards.
2. Trend graphs show trend for the last 10 years.
3. TB data only available from 2007 onwards. Trend graph from TB from 2007 onwards.
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amahlathi local municipality 2003 2008 2013 “ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(5-yeAR)”

“ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(10-yeAR)”

trend*

economic Growth and transformation
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) rm, 2005  1 658  2 262  2 612 2.91 p 4.65 p 
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) 
per capita

r, 2005  263  359  414 2.91 p 4.65 p 

Gross value added (Gva) rm, 2005  1 479  2 019  2 329 2.90 p 4.65 p 
Gross operating surplus (Gos) rm, 2005  556  833  1 008 3.88 p 6.13 p 
total output rm, 2005  3 088  4 381  5 081 3.01 p 5.11 p 
intermediate consumption rm, 2005  1 609  2 362  2 752 3.10 p 5.51 p 
tress index for 10 industries index  51.00  50.70  52.60 0.74 p 0.31 p 
tress index for 23 industries index  76.40  75.00  77.20 0.58 p 0.10 p 

demoGraphics
Population number  140 112  127 526  121 432 -0.97 q -1.42 q 
number of households number  37 221  39 077  40 701 0.82 p 0.90 p 

poverty and income
Gini coefficient coefficient  0.69  0.70 0.71 0.31 p 0.29 p 
number of people in poverty number  94 241  77 050  63 201 -3.89 q -3.92 q 
poverty rate %  67.26  60.42  52.05 -2.94 q -2.53 q 
no schooling: Persons Aged 15+ years number  12 274  9 642  7 412 -5.12 q -4.92 q 
illiteracy: Persons Aged 20+ years number  30 209  26 468  23 698 -2.19 q -2.40 q 
Population Density persons per 

km²
 32.41  28.87  28.46 -0.29 q -1.29 q 

total household disposable income rm, 2004  1 261  1 502  1 716 2.70 p 3.12 p 
total household expenditure rm, 2005  1 250  1 550  1 781 2.81 p 3.61 p 

laBour market
economically Active Population (eAP) number  42 070  40 484  40 835 0.17 p -0.30 q 
labour Force Participation Rate rate (%)  51.41  53.06  51.87 -0.45 q 0.09 p 
number of unemployed number  13 740  11 256  12 602 2.28 p -0.86 q 
rate of unemployment rate (%)  32.66  27.80  30.86 2.11 p -0.57 q 
number of formally employed number  22 505  18 544  17 340 -1.33 q -2.57 q 
number of informally employed number  5 825  10 684  10 893 0.39 p 6.46 p 
total number of employed number  28 330  29 228  28 233 -0.69 q -0.03 q 
employment rate rate (%)  67.34  72.20  69.14 -0.86 q 0.26 p 

crime *
number of cases of murder number  -    136  115 -3.23 q - ¬ 
number of cases of sexual crimes number  -    403  -   -100.00 q - ¬ 
number of cases of common robbery number  -    282  248 -2.54 q - ¬ 
number of cases of drug-related crimes number  -    117  133 2.59 p - ¬ 
number of cases of driving under the 
influence of Alcohol

number  -    88  154 11.94 p - ¬ 

infrastructure and services
Proportion of Houses With Piped Water 
inside dwelling

Ratio (%)  9.56  14.16  16.42 3.01 p 5.56 p 

Proportion of Households With a Flush or 
chemical toilet

Ratio (%)  21.23  24.16  25.29 0.92 p 1.77 p 

Proportion of Houses With no Form of 
refuse removal

Ratio (%)  13.17  12.55  12.26 -0.47 q -0.72 q 

Proportion of electrified Households Ratio (%)  70.27  75.94  78.00 0.54 p 1.05 p 
Proportion of Dwellings Which are 
classified as informal

Ratio (%)  5.57  6.97  7.64 1.87 p 3.22 p 

Proportion of Households With a Phone in 
the dwelling and/or cellular phone

Ratio (%)  28.11  42.63  49.12 2.88 p 5.74 p 

* Notes:
1. Crime data only available from 2004 onwards. Crime trend graphs from 2004 onwards.
2. Trend graphs show  trend for the last 10 years.
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Great kei local municipality 2003 2008 2013 “ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(5-yeAR)”

“ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(10-yeAR)”

trend*

economic Growth and transformation
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) rm, 2005  560  787  911 2.98 p 4.99 p 
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) 
per capita

r, 2005  89  125  144 2.98 p 4.99 p 

Gross value added (Gva) rm, 2005  499  702  812 2.96 p 4.99 p 
Gross operating surplus (Gos) rm, 2005  230  331  368 2.19 p 4.81 p 
total output rm, 2005  1 135  1 627  1 918 3.35 p 5.39 p 
intermediate consumption rm, 2005  636  925  1 106 3.65 p 5.69 p 
tress index for 10 industries index  43.50  41.10  41.60 0.24 p -0.45 q 
tress index for 23 industries index  71.40  71.10  74.60 0.97 p 0.44 p 

demoGraphics
Population number  44 672  39 734  37 200 -1.31 q -1.81 q 
number of households number  12 442  13 163  13 759 0.89 p 1.01 p 

poverty and income
Gini coefficient coefficient  0.64  0.62 0.58 -1.13 q -1.03 q 
number of people in poverty number  29 848  24 005  19 429 -4.14 q -4.20 q 
poverty rate %  66.81  60.41  52.23 -2.87 q -2.43 q 
no schooling: Persons Aged 15+ years number  6 922  5 165  3 802 -5.94 q -5.82 q 
illiteracy: Persons Aged 20+ years number  11 288  9 984  9 142 -1.75 q -2.09 q 
Population Density persons per 

km²
 25.34  21.96  21.42 -0.50 q -1.66 q 

total household disposable income rm. 2004  418  599  720 3.76 p 5.60 p 
total household expenditure rm. 2005  424  632  748 3.40 p 5.84 p 

laBour market
economically Active Population (eAP) number  16 457  15 950  17 028 1.32 p 0.34 p 
labour Force Participation Rate rate (%)  58.17  61.68  61.38 -0.10 q 0.54 p 
number of unemployed number  3 111  2 618  3 321 4.87 p 0.66 p 
rate of unemployment rate (%)  18.90  16.41  19.50 3.51 p 0.31 p 
number of formally employed number  10 726  8 332  8 188 -0.35 q -2.66 q 
number of informally employed number  2 620  5 000  5 519 1.99 p 7.73 p 
total number of employed number  13 346  13 332  13 707 0.56 p 0.27 p 
employment rate rate (%)  81.10  83.59  80.50 -0.75 q -0.07 q 

crime *
number of cases of murder number  -    39  34 -2.85 q - ¬ 
number of cases of sexual crimes number  -    58  -   -100.00 q - ¬ 
number of cases of common robbery number  -    33  24 -5.97 q - ¬ 
number of cases of drug-related crimes number  -    83  103 4.34 p - ¬ 
number of cases of driving under the 
influence of Alcohol

number  -    33  31 -1.64 q - ¬ 

infrastructure and services
Proportion of Houses With Piped Water 
inside dwelling

Ratio (%)  9.01  10.45  11.37 1.70 p 2.36 p 

Proportion of Households With a Flush or 
chemical toilet

Ratio (%)  24.18  29.91  32.57 1.72 p 3.02 p 

Proportion of Houses With no Form of 
refuse removal

Ratio (%)  16.88  8.59  6.83 -4.47 q -8.64 q 

Proportion of electrified Households Ratio (%)  74.64  81.45  83.79 0.57 p 1.16 p 
Proportion of Dwellings Which are 
classified as informal

Ratio (%)  8.82  9.55  9.75 0.42 p 1.01 p 

Proportion of Households With a Phone in 
the dwelling and/or cellular phone

Ratio (%)  25.50  34.18  37.39 1.81 p 3.90 p 

* Notes:
1. Crime data only available from 2004 onwards. Crime trend graphs from 2004 onwards.
2. Trend graphs show  trend for the last 10 years.



72  |  2014  |  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  p r o f i l e  r e p o r t

mBhashe local municipality 2003 2008 2013 “ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(5-yeAR)”

“ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(10-yeAR)”

trend*

economic Growth and transformation
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) rm, 2005  1 176  1 692  2 014 3.54 p 5.53 p 
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) 
per capita

r, 2005  186  268  319 3.54 p 5.53 p 

Gross value added (Gva) rm, 2005  1 049  1 511  1 796 3.52 p 5.53 p 
Gross operating surplus (Gos) rm, 2005  392  646  825 5.01 p 7.73 p 
total output rm, 2005  2 054  3 136  3 817 4.01 p 6.39 p 
intermediate consumption rm, 2005  1 005  1 625  2 021 4.45 p 7.23 p 
tress index for 10 industries index  58.80  54.00  55.80 0.66 p -0.52 q 
tress index for 23 industries index  83.40  80.60  80.90 0.07 p -0.30 q 

demoGraphics
Population number  265 743  268 935  270 865 0.14 p 0.19 p 
number of households number  57 418  61 952  64 957 0.95 p 1.24 p 

poverty and income
Gini coefficient coefficient  0.59  0.55 0.50 -1.96 q -1.75 q 
number of people in poverty number  188 665  187 865  185 361 -0.27 q -0.18 q 
poverty rate %  71.00  69.86  68.43 -0.41 q -0.37 q 
no schooling: Persons Aged 15+ years number  44 671  37 568  30 824 -3.88 q -3.64 q 
illiteracy: Persons Aged 20+ years number  63 564  63 456  63 953 0.16 p 0.06 p 
Population Density persons per 

km²
 86.49  87.30  88.68 0.31 p 0.25 p 

total household disposable income rm, 2004  1 165  1 497  1 748 3.15 p 4.14 p 
total household expenditure rm, 2005  1 131  1 521  1 790 3.31 p 4.70 p 

laBour market
economically Active Population (eAP) number  36 308  38 062  37 905 -0.08 q 0.43 p 
labour Force Participation Rate rate (%)  29.89  30.50  28.06 -1.65 q -0.63 q 
number of unemployed number  19 391  14 464  14 068 -0.55 q -3.16 q 
rate of unemployment rate (%)  53.41  38.00  37.11 -0.47 q -3.57 q 
number of formally employed number  13 240  14 830  14 456 -0.51 q 0.88 p 
number of informally employed number  3 677  8 768  9 381 1.36 p 9.82 p 
total number of employed number  16 917  23 598  23 837 0.20 p 3.49 p 
employment rate rate (%)  46.59  62.00  62.89 0.28 p 3.04 p 

crime *
number of cases of murder number  -    136  177 5.50 p - ¬ 
number of cases of sexual crimes number  -    51  -   -100.00 q - ¬ 
number of cases of common robbery number  -    120  38 -20.77 q - ¬ 
number of cases of drug-related crimes number  -    122  349 23.33 p - ¬ 
number of cases of driving under the 
influence of Alcohol

number  -    24  32 5.93 p - ¬ 

infrastructure and services
Proportion of Houses With Piped Water 
inside dwelling

Ratio (%)  0.84  1.49  1.87 4.61 p 8.36 p 

Proportion of Households With a Flush or 
chemical toilet

Ratio (%)  6.75  6.48  6.42 -0.20 q -0.50 q 

Proportion of Houses With no Form of 
refuse removal

Ratio (%)  36.67  30.56  28.19 -1.60 q -2.60 q 

Proportion of electrified Households Ratio (%)  20.29  35.88  43.58 3.97 p 7.94 p 
Proportion of Dwellings Which are 
classified as informal

Ratio (%)  2.03  1.47  1.35 -1.66 q -3.99 q 

Proportion of Households With a Phone in 
the dwelling and/or cellular phone

Ratio (%)  18.64  37.02  46.68 4.75 p 9.61 p 

* Notes:
1. Crime data only available from 2004 onwards. Crime trend graphs from 2004 onwards.
2. Trend graphs show  trend for the last 10 years.
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mnquma local municipality 2003 2008 2013 “ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(5-yeAR)”

“ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(10-yeAR)”

trend*

economic Growth and transformation
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) rm, 2005  2 879  4 454  5 430 4.04 p 6.55 p 
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) 
per capita

r, 2005  456  706  861 4.04 p 6.55 p 

Gross value added (Gva) rm, 2005  2 568  3 976  4 843 4.02 p 6.55 p 
Gross operating surplus (Gos) rm, 2005  988  1 634  1 928 3.37 p 6.91 p 
total output rm, 2005  5 176  8 288  10 409 4.66 p 7.24 p 
intermediate consumption rm, 2005  2 608  4 312  5 567 5.24 p 7.88 p 
tress index for 10 industries index  54.20  53.00  58.80 2.10 p 0.82 p 
tress index for 23 industries index  78.50  78.10  81.30 0.81 p 0.35 p 

demoGraphics
Population number  298 036  304 915  312 077 0.47 p 0.46 p 
number of households number  72 231  78 704  83 499 1.19 p 1.46 p 

poverty and income
Gini coefficient coefficient  0.59  0.55 0.51 -1.79 q -1.60 q 
number of people in poverty number  203 569  202 236  199 873 -0.23 q -0.18 q 
poverty rate %  68.30  66.33  64.05 -0.70 q -0.64 q 
no schooling: Persons Aged 15+ years number  30 104  23 530  17 163 -6.12 q -5.46 q 
illiteracy: Persons Aged 20+ years number  57 218  57 731  58 852 0.39 p 0.28 p 
Population Density persons per 

km²
 89.70  91.78  94.34 0.55 p 0.51 p 

total household disposable income rm, 2004  3 273  5 897  7 665 5.38 p 8.88 p 
total household expenditure rm, 2005  3 181  5 487  6 971 4.90 p 8.16 p 

laBour market
economically Active Population (eAP) number  59 045  72 744  75 048 0.63 p 2.43 p 
labour Force Participation Rate rate (%)  38.33  43.50  42.02 -0.69 q 0.92 p 
number of unemployed number  24 298  19 268  19 855 0.60 p -2.00 q 
rate of unemployment rate (%)  41.15  26.49  26.46 -0.02 q -4.32 q 
number of formally employed number  27 436  36 474  37 297 0.45 p 3.12 p 
number of informally employed number  7 311  17 002  17 896 1.03 p 9.36 p 
total number of employed number  34 747  53 476  55 193 0.63 p 4.74 p 
employment rate rate (%)  58.85  73.51  73.54 0.01 p 2.25 p 

crime *
number of cases of murder number  -    243  281 2.97 p - ¬ 
number of cases of sexual crimes number  -    437  -   -100.00 q - ¬ 
number of cases of common robbery number  -    264  182 -7.17 q - ¬ 
number of cases of drug-related crimes number  -    468  939 14.92 p - ¬ 
number of cases of driving under the 
influence of Alcohol

number  -    115  343 24.33 p - ¬ 

infrastructure and services
Proportion of Houses With Piped Water 
inside dwelling

Ratio (%)  8.31  8.14  7.86 -0.70 q -0.55 q 

Proportion of Households With a Flush or 
chemical toilet

Ratio (%)  16.43  17.57  17.93 0.41 p 0.88 p 

Proportion of Houses With no Form of 
refuse removal

Ratio (%)  21.51  14.74  12.47 -3.29 q -5.30 q 

Proportion of electrified Households Ratio (%)  38.34  50.86  55.94 1.92 p 3.85 p 
Proportion of Dwellings Which are 
classified as informal

Ratio (%)  9.89  10.01  10.02 0.02 p 0.13 p 

Proportion of Households With a Phone in 
the dwelling and/or cellular phone

Ratio (%)  26.26  43.61  51.52 3.39 p 6.97 p 

* Notes:
1. Crime data only available from 2004 onwards. Crime trend graphs from 2004 onwards.
2. Trend graphs show  trend for the last 10 years.
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mBhashe local municipality 2003 2008 2013 “ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(5-yeAR)”

“ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(10-yeAR)”

trend*

economic Growth and transformation
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) rm, 2005  504  694  809 3.12 p 4.84 p 
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) 
per capita

r, 2005  80  110  128 3.12 p 4.84 p 

Gross value added (Gva) rm, 2005  450  619  722 3.11 p 4.84 p 
Gross operating surplus (Gos) rm, 2005  159  249  313 4.74 p 7.05 p 
total output rm, 2005  896  1 371  1 643 3.69 p 6.25 p 
intermediate consumption rm, 2005  446  751  921 4.16 p 7.52 p 
tress index for 10 industries index  62.10  53.70  55.40 0.63 p -1.14 q 
tress index for 23 industries index  82.40  75.60  76.30 0.18 p -0.77 q 

demoGraphics
Population number  87 064  86 687  87 591 0.21 p 0.06 p 
number of households number  23 648  26 283  28 391 1.55 p 1.84 p 

poverty and income
Gini coefficient coefficient  0.57  0.51 0.44 -2.88 q -2.53 q 
number of people in poverty number  61 602  58 466  55 766 -0.94 q -0.99 q 
poverty rate %  70.76  67.44  63.67 -1.15 q -1.05 q 
no schooling: Persons Aged 15+ years number  11 722  10 128  8 495 -3.45 q -3.17 q 
illiteracy: Persons Aged 20+ years number  20 682  20 017  19 427 -0.60 q -0.62 q 
Population Density persons per 

km²
 38.59  38.24  39.08 0.43 p 0.12 p 

total household disposable income rm, 2004  590  875  1 070 4.11 p 6.13 p 
total household expenditure rm, 2005  567  833  1 022 4.18 p 6.07 p 

laBour market
economically Active Population (eAP) number  17 186  17 060  17 002 -0.07 q -0.11 q 
labour Force Participation Rate rate (%)  37.40  36.46  34.16 -1.29 q -0.90 q 
number of unemployed number  10 186  7 151  6 651 -1.44 q -4.17 q 
rate of unemployment rate (%)  59.27  41.92  39.12 -1.37 q -4.07 q 
number of formally employed number  5 741  6 678  6 668 -0.03 q 1.51 p 
number of informally employed number  1 259  3 231  3 683 2.65 p 11.33 p 
total number of employed number  7 000  9 909  10 351 0.88 p 3.99 p 
employment rate rate (%)  40.73  58.08  60.88 0.95 p 4.10 p 

crime *
number of cases of murder number  -    94  62 -8.06 q - ¬ 
number of cases of sexual crimes number  -    598  -   -100.00 q - ¬ 
number of cases of common robbery number  -    197  90 -14.37 q - ¬ 
number of cases of drug-related crimes number  -    164  80 -13.48 q - ¬ 
number of cases of driving under the 
influence of Alcohol

number  -    87  195 17.55 p - ¬ 

infrastructure and services
Proportion of Houses With Piped Water 
inside dwelling

Ratio (%)  1.24  2.64  3.50 5.81 p 10.90 p 

Proportion of Households With a Flush or 
chemical toilet

Ratio (%)  7.45  9.20  10.07 1.82 p 3.05 p 

Proportion of Houses With no Form of 
refuse removal

Ratio (%)  10.28  8.15  7.46 -1.76 q -3.15 q 

Proportion of electrified Households Ratio (%)  76.75  89.53  92.43 0.64 p 1.88 p 
Proportion of Dwellings Which are 
classified as informal

Ratio (%)  3.37  3.12  3.02 -0.64 q -1.08 q 

Proportion of Households With a Phone in 
the dwelling and/or cellular phone

Ratio (%)  24.24  36.86  42.37 2.82 p 5.74 p 

* Notes:
1. Crime data only available from 2004 onwards. Crime trend graphs from 2004 onwards.
2. Trend graphs show  trend for the last 10 years.
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nkonkoBe local municipality 2003 2008 2013 “ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(5-yeAR)”

“ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(10-yeAR)”

trend*

economic Growth and transformation
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) rm, 2005  1 348  1 620  1 737 1.40 p 2.57 p 
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) 
per capita

r, 2005  214  257  275 1.40 p 2.57 p 

Gross value added (Gva) rm, 2005  1 202  1 446  1 549 1.39 p 2.57 p 
Gross operating surplus (Gos) rm, 2005  428  562  655 3.11 p 4.34 p 
total output rm, 2005  2 384  2 987  3 322 2.15 p 3.37 p 
intermediate consumption rm, 2005  1 182  1 541  1 773 2.84 p 4.14 p 
tress index for 10 industries index  57.50  55.80  56.40 0.21 p -0.19 q 
tress index for 23 industries index  81.00  81.00  80.90 -0.02 q -0.01 q 

demoGraphics
Population number  133 508  134 968  138 513 0.52 p 0.37 p 
number of households number  36 005  37 426  38 724 0.68 p 0.73 p 

poverty and income
Gini coefficient coefficient  0.59  0.49 0.38 -5.22 q -4.41 q 
number of people in poverty number  90 114  92 704  95 898 0.68 p 0.62 p 
poverty rate %  67.50  68.69  69.23 0.16 p 0.25 p 
no schooling: Persons Aged 15+ years number  9 544  7 884  6 290 -4.42 q -4.08 q 
illiteracy: Persons Aged 20+ years number  25 596  26 022  26 766 0.57 p 0.45 p 
Population Density persons per 

km²
 35.59  35.92  37.16 0.68 p 0.43 p 

total household disposable income rm, 2004  1 155  1 162  1 231 1.16 p 0.65 p 
total household expenditure rm, 2005  1 116  1 179  1 284 1.72 p 1.41 p 

laBour market
economically Active Population (eAP) number  38 463  40 412  44 157 1.79 p 1.39 p 
labour Force Participation Rate rate (%)  49.09  51.25  51.76 0.20 p 0.53 p 
number of unemployed number  16 598  17 494  21 743 4.44 p 2.74 p 
rate of unemployment rate (%)  43.15  43.29  49.24 2.61 p 1.33 p 
number of formally employed number  17 947  15 323  14 273 -1.41 q -2.26 q 
number of informally employed number  3 918  7 595  8 141 1.40 p 7.59 p 
total number of employed number  21 865  22 918  22 414 -0.44 q 0.25 p 
employment rate rate (%)  56.85  56.71  50.76 -2.19 q -1.13 q 

crime *
number of cases of murder number  -    71  61 -3.05 q - ¬ 
number of cases of sexual crimes number  -    885  -   -100.00 q - ¬ 
number of cases of common robbery number  -    172  132 -5.21 q - ¬ 
number of cases of drug-related crimes number  -    82  141 11.43 p - ¬ 
number of cases of driving under the 
influence of Alcohol

number  -    65  130 14.71 p - ¬ 

infrastructure and services
Proportion of Houses With Piped Water 
inside dwelling

Ratio (%)  11.82  14.33  15.32 1.35 p 2.63 p 

Proportion of Households With a Flush or 
chemical toilet

Ratio (%)  19.54  22.00  23.15 1.02 p 1.71 p 

Proportion of Houses With no Form of 
refuse removal

Ratio (%)  10.75  8.20  7.50 -1.77 q -3.53 q 

Proportion of electrified Households Ratio (%)  79.79  85.98  87.98 0.46 p 0.98 p 
Proportion of Dwellings Which are 
classified as informal

Ratio (%)  2.84  1.58  1.31 -3.76 q -7.47 q 

Proportion of Households With a Phone in 
the dwelling and/or cellular phone

Ratio (%)  31.49  39.92  42.83 1.42 p 3.12 p 

* Notes:
1. Crime data only available from 2004 onwards. Crime trend graphs from 2004 onwards.
2. Trend graphs show  trend for the last 10 years.
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nXuBa local municipality 2003 2008 2013 “ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(5-yeAR)”

“ave. 
Growth 

rate 
(10-yeAR)”

trend*

economic Growth and transformation
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) rm, 2005  421  505  554 1.85 p 2.78 p 
Regional Gross Domestic Product (GDP-R) 
per capita

r, 2005  67  80  88 1.85 p 2.78 p 

Gross value added (Gva) rm, 2005  375  451  494 1.84 p 2.78 p 
Gross operating surplus (Gos) rm, 2005  154  199  219 1.95 p 3.56 p 
total output rm, 2005  762  986  1 139 2.92 p 4.11 p 
intermediate consumption rm, 2005  387  536  645 3.80 p 5.26 p 
tress index for 10 industries index  48.30  45.80  50.10 1.81 p 0.37 p 
tress index for 23 industries index  80.50  77.10  78.30 0.31 p -0.28 q 

demoGraphics
Population number  25 363  23 907  23 284 -0.53 q -0.85 q 
number of households number  6 953  6 966  7 026 0.17 p 0.11 p 

poverty and income
Gini coefficient coefficient  0.59  0.56 0.52 -1.34 q -1.21 q 
number of people in poverty number  16 885  15 130  13 790 -1.84 q -2.00 q 
poverty rate %  66.57  63.29  59.22 -1.32 q -1.16 q 
no schooling: Persons Aged 15+ years number  1 911  1 369  900 -8.05 q -7.25 q 
illiteracy: Persons Aged 20+ years number  5 467  5 026  4 688 -1.38 q -1.53 q 
Population Density persons per 

km²
 9.13  8.49  8.51 0.04 p -0.70 q 

total household disposable income rm, 2004  254  279  303 1.64 p 1.77 p 
total household expenditure rm, 2005  260  304  334 1.93 p 2.56 p 

laBour market
economically Active Population (eAP) number  11 467  9 144  9 735 1.26 p -1.62 q 
labour Force Participation Rate rate (%)  68.85  61.80  60.54 -0.41 q -1.28 q 
number of unemployed number  2 314  2 739  3 927 7.47 p 5.43 p 
rate of unemployment rate (%)  20.18  29.95  40.34 6.13 p 7.17 p 
number of formally employed number  7 657  4 393  3 887 -2.42 q -6.56 q 
number of informally employed number  1 496  2 012  1 921 -0.92 q 2.53 p 
total number of employed number  9 153  6 405  5 808 -1.94 q -4.45 q 
employment rate rate (%)  79.82  70.05  59.66 -3.16 q -2.87 q 

crime *
number of cases of murder number  -    7  10 8.60 p - ¬ 
number of cases of sexual crimes number  -    14  -   -100.00 q - ¬ 
number of cases of common robbery number  -    19  11 -10.53 q - ¬ 
number of cases of drug-related crimes number  -    24  52 17.02 p - ¬ 
number of cases of driving under the 
influence of Alcohol

number  -    6  12 15.54 p - ¬ 

infrastructure and services
Proportion of Houses With Piped Water 
inside dwelling

Ratio (%)  22.16  22.09  22.10 0.00 p -0.03 q 

Proportion of Households With a Flush or 
chemical toilet

Ratio (%)  35.47  43.78  47.55 1.66 p 2.97 p 

Proportion of Houses With no Form of 
refuse removal

Ratio (%)  8.29  4.53  3.79 -3.51 q -7.54 q 

Proportion of electrified Households Ratio (%)  84.08  90.94  92.54 0.35 p 0.96 p 
Proportion of Dwellings Which are 
classified as informal

Ratio (%)  14.02  11.83  11.07 -1.32 q -2.34 q 

Proportion of Households With a Phone in 
the dwelling and/or cellular phone

Ratio (%)  35.56  39.52  40.66 0.57 p 1.35 p 

* Notes:
1. Crime data only available from 2004 onwards. Crime trend graphs from 2004 onwards.
2. Trend graphs show  trend for the last 10 years.
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DISCLAIMER: While every care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the data in this publication data or calculation errors may have occurred. 
ECSECC is not liable or responsible for any damages which may result from the use of this data.
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