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 ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

 

ANDM    Alfred Nzo District Municipality 

CBOs     Community Based Organisation 

DAC     District AIDS Council 

DoH     Department of Health 

ECAC    Eastern Cape AIDS Council 

EXCO    Executive Council  

LAC     Local AIDS Council 

NAPWA National Association of People Living with 

AIDS 

NGOs     Non Governmental Organisations 

OTP     Office of the Premier 

PMTCT    Prevention of Mother To Child Treatment 

SANAC    South African National AIDS Council 

WAD     World AIDS Day 
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1. Introduction 

In 1988 the World Health Organization Health Organization declared the 1
st
 of 

December as the International World AIDS Day in honor of the people infected 

and affected with HIV and AIDS, increasing awareness, education and fighting 

prejudice against people living with HIV and AIDS.  Commemoration of the 

World AIDS Day is therefore an international mandate that is cascaded to 

countries and the provinces thereof. The Eastern Cape AIDS Council as the 

coordinating HIV and AIDS body in the Province is mandated to champion 

such programs.  

The Eastern Cape AIDS Council (ECAC) together with the hosting district 

municipalities have mobilized the people (through various sectors) in the 

Province to participate in the world AIDS day commemoration.  Successful 

events have been held in Amathole (2004), O R Tambo (2005), Cacadu (2006) 

Chris Hani (2007) and Ukhahlamba (2008).  In 2009, the Executive Council 

(EXCO) identified Alfred Nzo district municipality as the hosting district for 

World AIDS Day 2009 commemoration.   

ANDM then identified Tshungwana administrative area in Mount Frere in the 

jurisdiction of Mzimvubu local municipality.  The reasons for the selection of 

Tshungwana were based on high HIV and AIDS statistics as per the Department 

of Health antenatal survey.   

This report outlines various activities and programs that unfolded during the 

World AIDS Day commemoration period (District AIDS Councils programs), 

and the main event that was held in Tshungwana, Mount Frere on the 1
st
 

December 2009.  The report captures the following: 
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 Build up activities 

 Community engagements 

 The main event 

 Challenges  

 Successes  

 Recommendations 

2. Overall Goal of the campaign  

 

Mobilise all sectors of society to consolidate and strengthen a broad provincial 

response to HIV and AIDS.  

3. Specific objectives for the campaign  

  

 Mobilise all sectors of society to consolidate and strengthen a broad 

provincial response to HIV and AIDS 

 Consolidate diverse responses towards a common provincial response  

 Strengthen local and inter sectoral partnerships 

 Encourage the culture of solidarity for people infected and affected with 

HIV 

 Engage communities on HIV and AIDS matters 

4. Theme  

 

The Theme for World AIDS Day 2009 for South Africa was “HIV, my 

responsibility, our responsibility, South African responsibility”.  There was 

a communication delay from the South African National AIDS Council on the 

theme.  This resulted in the ECAC relaying two different messages/themes 
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during the campaign and subsequent delay in the development of 

communication material.   

5.1 Key messages  

Different message were conveyed during the WAD campaign, and these were 

informed by consultations and interactions with various communities and 

sectors during the development of the Provincial Strategic Plan.  These 

messages were therefore in line with the PSP priority areas. The messages were 

linked to the following: 

 

 Promotion of  legal and human rights for people infected and affected with 

HIV 

 Encourage integrated prevention response to the pandemic 

 Increase positive behaviour for those infected and affected with HIV 

 Highlighting HIV and AIDS sectoral programs 

 

There were sectors that were identified as “high risk” and therefore the 

programs were targeting them.  These sectors are as follows: 

 

 Transport industry 

 Commercial Agriculture  

 Construction  

 Youth 
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5. Programs preceding the World AIDS Day 

 

The success of the World AIDS Day commemoration could be attributed to 

multi sectoral approach whereby different stakeholders embarked on 

community engagements through HIV institutional visits and door to door 

campaigns in respective district municipal areas.  The feedback that ECAC 

received from these integrated HIV and AIDS intervention programs has been 

very positive and shows that the World AIDS Day is not just a one day event 

but a comprehensive and educative program that reaches out to HIV stricken 

communities in the Eastern Cape.    

6.1 Build up programs 

 

The District AIDS Councils engaged in their own district based World AIDS 

Day commemoration activities that were guided by the Provincial Theme for 

2009. These activities were coordinated at the Provincial Level to avoid 

duplication and clashing of activities as well as to ensure the appropriate 

delegation of key Council members. 

6.2 District AIDS Councils activities  

All District and Local AIDS Councils, as early as the 1
st
 week of November 

have been involved in door-to –door programmes across the province which 

served as build up towards the Provincial World AIDS Day event. In most of 

these community engagements, the DACs were able to: 

 Identify the households that are  in dire need of government and community 

support; 

 Provide poverty stricken households with poverty alleviation services such 

as food parcels; 
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 Identify orphaned and vulnerable children especially those who do not 

access government grants; 

 Distribute Male and Female condoms; 

 Facilitate the process of acquiring grants and other government support 

programmes; 

 Provide Voluntary Counselling and Testing services (VCT) 

 Provide needy children with school uniforms and other school equipment; 

 Renovate Hospices and other community based projects; 

On the other hand, through the door-to-door activities the DACs were able to 

identify some of the societal challenges that face our communities and these 

include challenges such as: 

 High poverty levels that prevail in almost all comers of our provinces. 

 High rate of unemployment and how it impacts on the living conditions 

of our people; 

 High levels of alcohol and other substances abuse that lead to the broken 

families and abuse of women and children; 

 Over dependency on the state support and social wage for survival; 

 Poor or access to services especially in areas that are located in remote 

corners of the provinces; 

 Inability to maintain and sustain government provided houses; 

 Abuse of child support grants by mothers or other relatives ( Guardians); 

 Large numbers of people who are still not knowledgeable of HIV and 

AIDS and its impact in our communities; 
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 Some parts of the provinces are still experiencing service delivery 

challenges such as poor service and inaccessibility   

6.3 Community engagements with ANDM communities 

ECAC embarked on a campaign to educate communities in ANDM and identify 

key development challenges posed by HIV pandemic in their communities.  The 

campaign targeted 13 wards, covering Umzimvubu and Matatiele 

municipalities.  The targeted wards were identified on the basis of the HIV and 

AIDS prevalence statistics as provided by the Department of Health.   

 

ECAC engaged traditional leadership, political leadership, community 

development workers, religious leaders, CBOs and NGOs participated in 

educate communities and identifying vulnerable households and individuals.  

The aforesaid group was taken through a half – a – day training on the tool that 

they were going to use to identify the following: 

 Vulnerability 

 Financial ranking of the targeted households 

 Accessibility to government social services 

 HIV and AIDS knowledge 

Achievements 

 

 SASSA provided 76 Social Relief grant (food parcels) to the identified 

housed holds (58 in Mzimvubu and 18 in Matatiele) 

 15 cases were referred to the department of Social Development 

 Department of Housing erected a temporary structure for a homeless 

Mrs Dumanephi in eSigidini village in Ward 4 of Mzimvubu local 

municipality.  Permanent structure will be build in the month of January 

(see images below) 
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Dilapidated house for Mrs Dumanephi      Temporary structure                                 Newly built toilet 
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6.4 Youth games 

The purpose of these games was to engage youth to participate in HIV and 

AIDS programmes through different activities. The structure of the games 

included soccer matches and music in which youths participated and during 

these activities, they received HIV and AIDS youth related messages on key 

areas such as prevention, human rights and positive living. Mdantsane based 

youth soccer team that was trained by ECAC as HIV and AIDS peer educators 

during the commemoration of the youth month in June 2009 participated in 

these games.  ECAC and its partners held “quiz” on HIV related matters, and 

those who got the answers correctly were incentivised with HIV promotional 

material.  Other activities of the day included the Department of Health who 

provided VCT on site, and 35 people got tested for HIV.   

 

These games were held on the 29
th

 November, exactly two days prior to the 

commemoration of the Provincial World AIDS day.  These engagements 

encouraged the rural youth of Mount Frere to dialogue on issues of HIV and 

AIDS that affected them in their daily lives in their respective communities.  

Approximately 200 youths from surrounding Mount Frere rural communities 

participated in this event. 
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6.5 HIV and AIDS Road show 

ECAC collaborated with traffic safety department on the 30
th

 November to 

educate communities on road safety and HIV and AIDS.  The road show was 

made possible by the personnel from the traffic safety section and the peer 

educators, and volunteer‟s organisations of people living with HIV 

organisations in Afred Nzo district municipality. The taxi rank was identified as 

the suitable catchment area to hold the road show.    As an educational tool, the 

audience were treated to HIV music, prizes on answering HIV related quiz.  The 

road show attracted about 200 people, mainly from various groups with the 

society.   

6.6 Ecumenical service 

The Eastern Cape Provincial Council of Churches (ECPCC) and the National 

Association of People Living with AIDS (NAPWA) led the Ecumenical church 

service on the evening of the 30
th
 of November 2009. The main objective of the 

service was to give hope and spiritual upliftment to those infected and affected 

by HIV and AIDS around the Tshungwane Admin area.   

7. The main event (December 1
st
) 

The main event was held on the 1
st
 of December 2009 but prior to that, a lot of 

processes took place to ensure that the event was a success.  

 

7.1 WAD Preparatory Sessions 

Various sessions were held in preparation for the WAD commemoration and 

these were mainly done in the form of steering committee meetings and sub 

committee meetings which will be discussed in detail below. 
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7.2 Steering Committee Meetings 

In order for the WAD preparations to be properly coordinated, a Provincial 

Steering Committee had to be consolidated to run with the different processes. 

In the initial WAD inception meeting, the departments and sectors available 

were asked to nominate a representative to serve in the committee and this was 

done to ensure participation of all departments and sectors. This inception 

meeting was held in East London in the ECAC offices on the ..... and it was 

well attended by the AIDS focal officials from the Social Needs Cluster 

departments and sectors. 

 

The Provincial Steering committee was further consolidated by the inclusion of 

members from the Alfred Nzo District Municipality and Tshungwane location 

respectively. This was done to ensure ownership of the programme was 

translated to the community that was hosting the event. Various Steering 

Committee meetings took place and the schedule is presented in the table 

below: 

 

Date of Meeting Venue 

6 October 2009  ECSECC Offices 

21 October 2009 Alfred Nzo DM offices 

12 November 2009 Mzimvubu municipal offices 

19 November 2009 Tshungwana (Osborn High School) 

26 November 2009 Tshungwana (Osborn High School) 

30 November 2009 Tshungwana (Osborn High School) 

31 November 2009 Tshungwana (Osborn High School) 
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7.3 Sub Committees 

 

Preparations for WAD involve a lot of work around different activities and 

hence the need to constitute different sub committees to carry out such 

activities. In the initial WAD inception meeting, the convenors of the sub 

committees were identified and nominated and had Terms of Reference 

distributed to them. These convenors further consolidated their sub committees 

by including representatives from the ANDM and Tshungwane Location. The 

following were the subcommittees for the WAD 2009: 

 

Name of Sub Committee Convenors 

  

Logistics Sub Committee Nomtsha Tsoliwe (OTP) 

Catering Sub Committee Lulama Mpahla (ECAC) 

Communication and Social 

Mobilizations Sub Committee 

Khangelwa Ntshinka (DoH) 

Monitoring and Evaluation Sub 

Committee 

Tonderayi Matsheka (ECAC) 

 

Sub committees held their own meetings in which they discussed their progress 

and prepared reports for the Steering Committee meeting in which they were 

supposed to give feedback on their state of preparedness. 

7.4 Contributions 

 

The World AIDS day was a resounding success because of the contributions 

from various stakeholders.  Below is the list of government departments and 

civil society organisations that contributed in monetary and human resource to 

ensure the success of the program.   
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Stakeholder Contribution 

Alfred Nzo DM Tent and entertainment 

Department of Education Accommodation for peer educators 

Department of Health Media slots, banners and posters 

Department of Social Development Golf and T-shirts, CDs, poetry, 

reflectors 

Office of the Premier Stage and P A system, tents, toilets  

Department of Economic 

Development and Environmental 

affairs 

 

Tents 

World Vision Accommodation for volunteers 

ECAC Transport, catering, radio slots, travel 

and accommodation (steering 

committee members) 

NAPWA Volunteers 

Masihlanganeni Volunteers 

Ncedanani Volunteers 
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8. The Main Event - Proceedings 

 

The WAD was held in Tshungwana under the fore mentioned nationwide 

theme. The venue was selected because of the following reasons: 

 

 Highest prevalence rate in ANDM 

 Access to electricity  

 Space 

 Centrality; and  

 Accessibility 

 

The WAD event was attended by approximately 10 000 people from all corners 

of ANDM and other district municipalities. The event was also graced by the 

presence of key political leadership from the Province, Districts and Local 

municipalities and once again this clearly shows the unwavering commitment 

from leadership in the fight against HIV and AIDS. 

The following organisations provided services on wheels: 

Organisation  Service rendered 

  

DoH VCT 

Emergency service 

Mobile clinic (for general ailments) 

SASSA General information 

Registration of social security grants 

Siyayinqoba – beat it Exhibition  

DoHA Registration of ID, Birth, Marriages 

etc 
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That‟s it Exhibition 

SocDev Exhibitions 

Khomanani Exhibitions 

Lovelife Exhibition 

Eastern Cape Socio Economic 

Consultative Council 

Exhibition 

SAPS Security  

 

 

Knowledge is power: attendees going from one stall to the next, accessing 

information 

 

The communities made use of these services before and the course of the 

program.  These also assisted the rural communities who cannot afford to travel 

to town to get these services to actually access them at the event.   

The proceeding of the WAD started a bit late because of the bad weather, with 

Cllr Mvuyisi Jeke (Umzimvubu LMA), and Zanana Jona (Masihlanganeni 

Network of People living with AIDS) chairing the program.  (See attached 
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program).  However it should be noted that the program did not go as planned 

because of bad weather conditions and many people who came from all corners 

of the province and therefore had to leave before the road was still in a better 

state. 

Speakers 

 

Inkosi Makaula - Welcoming 

 

 Inkosi Makaula welcomed everyone to Tshungwana.  In her welcome note he 

acknowledged the hard work that was done by the team that was preparing for 

the World AIDS Day and reiterated the support for HIV and AIDS programs by 

the House of Traditional leaders and ikomkhulu lase Osborn.  He also 

encouraged young girls who participate in inkciyo, and referred to it a “best 

HIV prevention strategy”.  He also invited those who are sexually active to 

access condoms from Komkhulu to prevent HIV.   

 

Bishop Ngqono - Messages of support  

Speaking on behalf of the ECPCC, Rev. Ngqono restated the support that 

ECPCC gives to the infected and affected with HIV.  He commended the men 

and women who give all to ensure the minimisation of the spread of HIV in the 

communities.   

Dr Kalmashe – Services offered by the Department of Health 

The DoH was represented by Dr Kalmashe who clearly presented the HIV and 

AIDS services throughout the province.  He urged the communities to make use 

of these services, making a specific emphasis on early screening of HIV (VCT) 

to ensure that people manage the virus effectives.  He also encouraged pregnant 

mothers to make use of PMTCT program offered by the DoH.   

Hon. Mabandla – Build up programs 
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Honourable Mabandla, ECAC chairperson applauded the steering committee for 

pull together such a memorial event, highlighting the sterling work done during 

the community engagements.  She also acknowledged with appreciation the 

support that other DACs show to the WAD.  She highlighted the work that all 6 

district municipalities have done during the WAD commemoration, and 

commended the Council members whom she deployed to honour the DWADs 

throughout the province.  Emphasizing on partnerships, she reiterated the 

importance of multi sectoral response to HIV and praised the district 

municipalities for promoting this multisecoralism in their respective areas.  

(Refer to 6.2 of this report for achievements of DWAD) 

 

Hon. Premier of the Eastern Cape – Key note address  

The Premier‟s speech followed the Presidential address on the World AIDS 

Day.  Her speech mainly spoke on the issues that the President has alluded to, 

breaking the language barrier that prevented thousands of the Eastern Cape 

people from understanding what the president was talking about. The Premier‟s 

speech therefore mainly translated the presidential address to Isi Xhosa.  

 

The President, whose speech contained new policy dimension for HIV positive 

individuals, alluded to the following: 

 All pregnant HIV positive women with a CD4 count of 350 or with 

symptoms regardless of CD4 count will have access to treatment. All 

other pregnant women not falling into this category, but who are HIV 

positive, will be put on treatment at fourteen weeks of pregnancy to 

protect the baby. In the past this was only started during the last term of 

pregnancy.  

 Ensure that all the health institutions in the country are ready to receive 

and assist patients and not just a few accredited ARV centres. Any citizen 
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should be able to move into any health centre and ask for counselling, 

testing and even treatment if needed.  

 The implementation of all these announcements is effective from April 

2010.  

Over and above the Presidential speech, the Premier encouraged the 

communities to prevent themselves from HIV, protect the rights of those living 

with HIV, and live a positive and productive life to those that are infected.   

Successes 

 

The success the WAD 2009 was measured against the objectives that were set 

for the campaign.   

  

 Community mobilisation; 

Various communities throughout the province participated in the World AIDS 

programs.  Alfred Nzo communities benefited from the HIV and AIDS related 

services and engaged on the subject matter as various stakeholders in the AIDS 

arena were participating.  

 

 Partnerships; 

Various stakeholders joined hands in ensuring that comprehensive response to 

HIV during the World AIDS Day commemoration campaign benefits the 

poverty and HIV stricken communities in the Eastern Cape. Government 

departments and civil society organisations pledged resources and support to the 

program.    

- SASSA provided food parcels for the destitute households in the area 

- Cases where children could not access government grants were referred 

to social development 
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- Department of Home Affairs registered ---- people for ID, marriage and 

birth certificates 

- A destitute woman was built a temporary structure by the department of 

Housing  

- Access to information through exhibitions by various organisations and 

departments 

 ECAC has had a chance to interact with various stakeholders in Alfred Nzo, 

and cultivated the ground for the revitalisation of the DAC.  

 

 Solidarity to the infected and affected 

ECAC ensured that community engagements sought to surface the plight of the 

infected and affected.  Therefore the campaigns and interactions ensured that 

communities understand and empathise with the infected and affected.  

 

 Financial spinoffs for local companies   

Local businesses benefited from the program as services like accommodation, 

catering and hiring of tents were sourced from the hosting district municipality. 

The procurement of services ensured that 30 % of catering services were 

sourced from companies of people living with HIV.  Secondly, 100 marshals 

were recruited from people living with HIV and were given a stipend of R200 

for the services on the World AIDS Day.  

 Presidential speech 

SANAC assisted in the procurement of big screen to ensure linkage between the 

provincial and the national WAD.  This has actually assisted the community of 

the Eastern Cape in understanding that WAD is not only an event, but could 

relate to the policy changes that were announced by the president on the day.   
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Challenges 

 

 Communication  

- There was poor communication between SANAC and ECAC and this 

impacted on communication messages given out to communities during 

the campaign.  The theme was pronounced when the preparations were at 

an advance stage.   

 

 Limited support from hosting district municipality   

 

After the pronunciation of ANDM as the hosting district municipality for WAD, 

ECAC has held buy in meeting with the ANDM leadership to solicit support in 

the program.  However, there WAD program seemed to be overtaken by other 

programs in ANDM as there was minimal support provided by the municipality 

leadership.   

 

 Catering 

 

- The catering sub-committee ensured fair distribution in the selection of 

caterers in with a specific „bias‟ to Tshungwana admin area.  However 

there were caters that were disgruntled with the non selection in the 

catering process.  These differences were resolved in a meeting that was 

held Komkhulu on Saturday the 29
th

 November 2009.  
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Recommendations 

 

Even though the World AIDS Day commemoration for 2009 was a resonant 

success, there aforesaid challenges nearly made the commemoration a 

„disaster‟.  The following recommendations are therefore made on the basis of 

those challenges. 

 Clear lines of communication amongst steering committee members and 

the project leader/s 

 

 Engagement of volunteers in catering (instead of hiring catering 

companies) 

 

 Provincial communication team should actively participate in the WAD 

program 

 

  SANAC should be involved in the early stages of planning   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


